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When  They  All  Get  Together 

.  .  .  Something  pretty  important  happens 

to     strengthen     and     deepen     their     spir- 

'    itual    life.     That's    the    League    for    you! 


LL  ROUND  THE  WORLD,  wherever  Uncle  Sam's  dauntless  nephews 
are  giving  everything  they've  got  to  guarantee  that  freedom  shall  not  perish 
from  the  earth,  they  ARE  getting  together.  And  their  place  of  assemblage 
is  the  Service  Men's  Christian  League.  •  Here  they  are — the  salt  of  the 
earth — clean,  manly  fellows  all.  Fellows  with  spiritual  "sand"  in  their  souls, 
high  purpose  in  their  hearts.  Fellows  who  dare  to  call  themselves  Christian 
— and  to  make  their  lives  bear  out  their  claims !  •  The  S.M.C.L.  was 
formed  to  give  you,  Mr.  Service  Man,  a  strong  LINK  with  that  home 
church  in  whose  shadow  you  grew  up,  a  LINK  with  that  splendid  chap 
who  is  your  chaplain,  a  LINK  with  every  other  man  in  the  service  who 
shares  the  same  high  ideals  you  cherish.  •  Enlist  in  it  today !  Consult 
your  chaplain  as  to  membership.  If  there  is  not  a  League  Unit  already 
formed  in  your  outfit,  why  not  be  the  first  to  start  one?  •  And  be  sure  to 
have  your  chaplain  reserve  a  copy  of  this  magazine  for  you  every  month. 


The  Vice-president  writes  to  service  men 


/f^eace     vl/a'ctk    <z=L/Laktin,a    <z=sc 


WHEN  all  we  hold 
dear  is  threatened, 
and  we  know  that  only 
by  a  supreme  and 
united  effort  can  we 
protect  our  country  and 
our  freedom,  some- 
thing deep  within  us 
turns  for  strength  to 
the  power  we  feel  out- 
side of  us — to  God. 

Each  soldier,  sailor 
and  marine  shares  that 
feeling.  No  matter  how 
light-hearted  or  how  rough-cut  he 
may  seem,  he  carries  in  his  heart 
the  sense  of  having  dedicated  him- 
self to  that  supreme  effort.  He  has 
left  his  home,  his  accustomed  occu- 
pation and  his  loved  ones,  and  he 
knows  that  death  will  come  to  some 
of  his  comrades,  if  not  to  himself. 
No  one  can  go  through  that  experi- 
ence without  thinking  deeply  about 
his  own  life,  about  his  relation  to 
his  country  and  his  fellow  men. 

One  who  defends  his  homeland 
girds  on  his  armor  to  fight  for  the 
cause  he  believes  to  be  just.  He 
has  faith  that  God  will  strengthen 
him,  for  he  knows  that  his  God  is 
a  God  of  battles.  But  that  is  not 
all.  He  has  faith  because  he  knows 
that  his  God  is  also  a  God  of  peace. 

The  man  who  can  fight  best  in 
time  of  war  is  he  who  believes  most 
completely  in  peace  as  the  ultimate 
destiny  of  all  mankind.  In  time  of 
war  it  is  peace  which  gives  signifi- 
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cance     to      everything 
we  do. 

In  this  war  we  are 
not  fighting  for  a 
treaty  of  Versailles,  or 
a  peace  that  will  last 
only  until  our  sons  are 
grown.  We  are  fight- 
ing for  a  peace  that 
will  endure,  because  it 
is  just,  charitable  and 
understanding.  Such  a 
peace  can  be  built  only 
on  a  victory  so  com- 
plete as  to  eliminate  the  last  trace 
of  the  warlord  spirit  in  the  aggres- 
sor nations.  Then  the  vision  of  the 
prophet,  as  described  in  the  fourth 
chapter  of  Micah,  will  come  to 
earth:  "Nation  shall  not  lift  up  a 
sword  against  nation,  neither  shall 
they  learn  war  any  more.  But  they 
shall  sit  every  man  under  his  vine 
and  under  his  fig-tree;  and  none 
shall  make  them  afraid;  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it." 
We  cannot  understand  either  this 
war  or  the  peace  to  come,  unless 
we  have  some  knowledge  of  the 
Bible  and  the  history  of  the  United 
States.  Expressed  in  the  fewest 
words  possible,  the  meaning  of  the 
Bible  is:  "All  men  are  brothers 
because  God  is  their  father."  And 
one  of  the  most  profoundly  religious 
steps  in  all  the  history  of  mankind 
took  place  when  our  forefathers,  as 
Lincoln  said,  "brought  forth  upon 
this   continent   a   new   nation,   con- 
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ceived  in  liberty  and  dedicated  to 
the  proposition  that  all  men  are 
created  equal." 

Both  in  the  Bible  and  in  Ameri- 
can history  two  fundamental  prin- 
ciples are  at  work,  which  at  first 
thought  seem  contradictory.  One  of 
these  is  the  dignity  of  the  individual 
human  soul.  Every  person  is  a  son 
of  God  endowed  by  his  Creator  with 
certain  rights,  provided  these  rights 
do  not  conflict  with  the  rights  of  his 
brothers.  The  second  great  principle 
exemplified  in  the  Bible  and  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  is  the 
recognition  of  unity,  that  we  are 
members  of  the  same  body. 

Overemphasis  on  liberty  makes  it 
possible  for  central  government  to 
be  so  weak  that  the  rich  and  ruth- 
less oppress  the  poor.  Overemphasis 
on  unity  leads  to  sacrificing  every- 
thing to  a  dictator  and  his  bureau- 
crats. These  two  great  fundamental 
principles  are  really  not  contradic- 
tory, but  they  can  be  reconciled  only 
through  the  application  of  education 
and  religion. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  world  was 
meant  eventually  to  be  one  world 
and  to  be  a  peaceful  world.  The 
existence  of  the  airplane  and  of 
modern  methods  of  communication 
makes  it  certain  that  sooner  or  later 
the  world  will  be  one.  The  princi- 
ples which  must  be  observed  in 
building  a  world  of  peace  are  very 
similar  to  those  which  were  used 
in  building  the  United  States  of 
America.  Our  whole  history  has 
been  one  of  working  out,  in  many 
forms  and  in  many  ways,  a  practical 
compromise  between  liberty  and 
unity. 

Democracy  is  the  only   form  of 


government  which  harmonizes  fully 
with  the  religious  principles  of  the 
Bible — the  only  form  of  government 
which  can  carry  out  the  supremely 
religious  function  of  binding  free 
men  together.  Even  in  democracy, 
for  free  men  to  be  bound  together 
in  unity  there  must  be  mutual  toler- 
ance, educational  and  economic  op- 
portunity for  everyone,  and  a  reli- 
gious appreciation  of  the  significance 
of  the  individual  human  soul  in  its 
relationship  to  the  general  welfare. 

Where  less  than  half  the  people 
know  how  to  read  and  write,  democ- 
racy is  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 
In  order  that  anarchy  may  be 
avoided,  the  binding  power  of  force 
must  be  invoked  until  such  time  as 
education  and  civic  training  do  their 
work. 

Benevolent  overlordship  applied 
to  illiterate  peoples  can  be  justified 
only  if  the  dominating  power  is 
used  continually  to  eliminate  igno- 
rance, raise  the  standard  of  living, 
and  educate  for  self-government,  so 
that  democracy  may  be  practiced 
without  the  danger  of  anarchy  or 
dictatorship.  In  this  spirit  the 
United  States  governed  the  Philip- 
pines, and  in  this  spirit  the  United 
States  will  grant  the  Philippines 
their  complete  independence. 

The  just  and  enduring  peace 
which  must  come  when  this  war 
ends  must  first  make  certain  that 
neither  Germany  nor  Japan  can 
make  instruments  of  war  and  that 
the  German  and  Japanese  youth  are 
educated  for  peace  and  not  for  ag- 
gression. 

Then  the  just  and  enduring  peace 
must  make  it  possible  for  people 
everywhere  in  the  world  to  use  mod- 
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ern  science,  governmental  organiza- 
tion and  private  initiative  to  im- 
prove their  economic  condition. 
Cold,  hungry  people,  landless  or  un- 
employed, are  the  seedbed  of  anar- 
chy and  godless  dictators.  They 
must  be  given  hope  and  economic 
opportunity,  or  those  other  people 
who  have  plenty  of  jobs,  land  and 
food  will  pay  the  bill  with  their 
own  blood  and  the  blood  of  their 
sons  and  brothers. 

Christ  said,  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature."  This  saying  has  been  the 
backbone  of  missionary  endeavor 
for  many  centuries.  All  men  of  in- 
sight know  that  by  air,  land  and 
sea  the  world  is  now  so  closely 
linked  together  that  Christ's  saying 
is  the  foundation  of  enduring  peace. 

The  gospel  we  preach  is  the  unity 
of  free  men  and  the 
unity  of  free  nations, 
These  unities,  these  free- 
doms, can  be  reconciled 
and  expressed  in  peace 
and    a   higher    standard 


This  article,  a  special 
message  to  American  men 
in  the  armed  forces,  is  re- 
leased by  the  Presbyterian 
Committee  on  Camp 
and     Chnrch     Activities 


of  living  for  all  people  only  by 
invoking  the  message  of  the  Bible 
and  the  doctrines  taught  by  Jeffer- 
son, Madison  and  Lincoln  as  they 
created,  perfected  and  preserved 
the  democracy  of  the  United 
States. 

To  save  our  own  precious  democ- 
racy, we  must  make  it  available  for 
other  people  as  fast  as  they  are 
ready  for  it.  America  was  not 
meant  to  live  for  herself  alone,  but 
to  be  a  torch  of  hope  for  the  whole 
world.  America,  to  preserve  her 
freedom  and  prevent  her  own  mis- 
ery, must  co-operate  with  the  other 
United  Nations  to  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  living  of  the  whole  world 
and  insure  a  just  and  lasting  peace. 
The  postwar  world  will  open  to 
youth  returning  from  the  battlefields 
the  greatest  disappointment  or  the 
greatest  opportunity 
which  any  generation 
has  had.  It  all  depends 
upon  our  faith  and  our 
resolve  to  bring  a  peace 
worth  fighting  for. 


■  Announcing  a  Contest! 


•  One  of  the  charges  most  frequently  leveled  at  our  fighting  men  by 
the  Axis  propagandists — and  occasionally  by  pessimists  and  obstruction- 
ists in  this  country  —  is  this:  "The  American  service  man  is  confused 
as  to  his  war  aims;  he  fights  only  because  he  has  to;  he  has  no  glowing 
ideals  on   his  war  banners;   he   doesn't  know  what  he   is  fighting   for!" 

That,  we  think,  is  libel  I  To  prove  it,  we  here- 
with launch  a  contest  based  on  the  subject: 

"WHAT    I'M    FIGHTING    FOR" 

For  the  four  best  articles  on  that  subject,  THE  LINK 
will  make  the  following  cash  awards:  First  Prize,  $25; 
Second  Prize,  $15;  Third  Prize,  $10;  Fourth  Prize,  $5. 

All  entries  must  be  1,000  words  or  less,  typewritten  on  one  side 
of  paper  only,  and  must  reach  us  by  or  before  April  1st,  1942. 
Men  in  any  branch  of  the  service  may  participate.  Judges' 
decisions  will  be  final.    Address  "Contest  Editor,  The  Link." 

SERVICE  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  LEAGUE 

Room  503,   1703   Chestnut  Street,     Philadelphia,     Pa. 


When  life  hung  by 

a  salt-rotted  thread  .  .  . 


on  a 

By  ROY  L.  SMITH 


iZ*$ 


«¥  IKE    many    of    the    others,    I 

Jj  didn't  know  how  to  address 
God  properly,  so  I  talked  to  Him  as 
I  would  talk  to  a  parent  or  a  friend. 
'God/  I  said,  'y°u  know  what  that 
water  means  to  us.  The  wind  has 
blown  it  away.  It  is  in  your  power, 
God,  to  send  back  that  rain.  It's 
nothing  to  you,  but  it  means  life 
to  us.' " 

In  those  words  Lieut.  James  C. 
Whittaker  of  the  United  States 
Army  Air  Corps  recites  a  saga  of 
the  sea  which  will  go  down  in  Amer- 
ican annals  as  one  of  the  most  dra- 
matic and  thrilling  in  all  our  rec- 
ords— the  story  of  the  rescue  of 
Capt.  Eddie  Rickenbacker  and  his 
companions  after  seventeen  days  on 
a  rubber  raft  in  the  vast  empty 
spaces  of  the  Pacific. 

All  the  world  knows  the  story  by 
this  time.  Adrift  without  food  or 
water,  their  bodies  covered  with 
salt-water  ulcers,  the  searing  sun 
over  their  heads  and  man-eating 
sharks  rubbing  their  raft,  just  at 
the  moment  when  their  condition 
seemed  most  hopeless  a  gull  lighted 
on  Capt.  Rickenbacker's  head — and 
there  was  food  for  another  day! 

A  day  or  two  later  the  sun  arose 


over  a  glassy  sea  and  found  them 
without  a  drop  of  water.  In  deadly 
earnest  the  suffering  men  prayed  for 
the  blessed  relief  of  rain.  Then  it 
was  that  another  miracle  happened. 
About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  a 
bluish  curtain  of  rain  suddenly  ap- 
peared, moving  across  the  sea  on  the 
wings  of  a  squall.  As  they  prayed 
it  passed  them  by,  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  off.  Then  it  was  that  Lieut. 
Whittaker  cried  out:  "Send  back 
that  rain.  It  means  nothing  to  you, 
God,  but  it  means  life  to  us !" 

And  by  some  means  which  no  man 
understands,  that  rain  turned  and 
drifted  directly  into  the  wind  and 
fell  upon  them,  saving  their  lives. 

Neither  Rickenbacker  nor  Whit- 
taker had  ever  been  religious  men 
in  any  formal  sense  of  the  word.  In 
fact,  there  was  only  one  of  the  party 
who  could  really  have  been  called  a 
churchman — a  Baptist  youth  by  the 
name  of  Johnny  Bartek,  who  carried 
a  khaki-bound  New  Testament. 

Of  course,  they  all  believed  in 
something,  in  general  terms.  Whit- 
taker says  that  he  started  out  on  the 
ill-fated  voyage  as  an  agnostic.  But, 
face  to  face  with  the  elements  of 
the  sea  (and  "nature  in  the  raw  is 
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never  mild"),  these  men  found  they 
needed  a  good  deal  more  than  vague, 
general  terms.  Astride  the  rubber 
rafts,  without  food  or  water,  and 
unprotected  from  the  tropical  sun 
by  any  shade,  there  was  nothing  to 
depend  upon  but  their  faith.  And 
there,  in  utter  helplessness,  their 
faith  became  something  very  real. 

Life  took  on  an  entirely  different 
aspect  to  those  men  adrift.  Broken 
vows,  selfish  acts,  careless  speech, 
disloyalties  and  ungrateful  attitudes 
haunted  them  like  the  sharks  that 
swam  about  them. 

"At  the  prayer  service  that  night," 
says  Whittaker,  "amid  the  rolling 
swells,  Bill  Cherry  led  in  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  which  I  knew  pretty  well  by 
now.  Then  each  fellow  prayed  in- 
dividually. .  .  .  One  man  pledged  to 
be  a  better  husband  and  father  if 
he  were  spared.  Another  promised 
he  would  provide  for  those  depend- 
ent upon  him.  There  were  open  con- 
fessions of  past  sins. 

"I  don't  mind  acknowledging  that 
out  there  on  the  empty  ocean  I  made 
resolutions.  And  I  have  kept  them. 
Since  the  rescue  I  made  up  with  a 
brother  to  whom  I  had  not  spoken 
for  fifteen  years.  Four  months  ago 
I  couldn't  be  with  anyone  fifteen 
minutes  without  an  argument  or  a 
fight.  I  saw  little  good  in  anyone, 
and  believed  only  in  Jim  Whittaker. 
Now  I  accept  everyone  as  being  de- 
cent and  good  until  he  proves  other- 
wise. A  few  of  my  friends  still  treat 
me  as  though  I  might  be  a  time 
bomb — ready  to  go  off  at  any  minute. 
But  my  new  outlook  is  going  to  last 
to  the  end  of  my  days." 

Some  persons  to  whom  creeds, 
dogma  and  ritual  are  very  precious 


may  find  reason  to  question  the  real- 
ity of  the  religion  that  comes  to  the 
surface  on  a  raft.  Indeed,  it  is  easy 
to  understand  how  men,  confronted 
with  some  terrible  peril  and  finding 
themselves  helpless,  turn  to  God  in 
the  hour  of  their  extremity  without 
having  any  deep  purpose  to  live 
lives  worthy  of  His  solicitude.  But 
we  are  willing  to  take  "Rick"  and 
his  pals  at  their  word — they  met 
God,  on  a  raft  under  the  burning 
sun  when  life  hung  by  a  salt-rotted 
thread. 

But  it  will  be  a  great  tragedy  in 
the  lives  of  other  men  who,  ap- 
plauding the  prayers  and  the  faith 
of  those  desperate  chaps,  assume 
that  God  is  important  only  in  an 
emergency. 

Some  of  us  who  have  walked  in 
this  way  for  a  good  many  years 
know,  as  a  matter  of  profound  ex- 
perience, that  religion  has  a  way  of 
putting  courage  and  strength  into  a 
man  when  his  feet  are  on  dry  land, 
when  his  stomach  is  filled  with  good 
food,  and  when  the  skies  are  clear. 
Raft  religion  is  excellent  in  its  way, 
and  God  grant  that  every  American 
boy  shall  find  it  in  the  hour  of  his 
greatest  danger.  But  it  is  only  a 
very  small  fraction  of  the  miracle 
that  any  man  may  have  in  his  life, 
as  an  everyday  possession. 

Lieut.  Whittaker  has  perhaps  un- 
consciously touched  on  the  vital 
aspect  of  the  whole  experience.  He 
says,  "My  new  outlook  is  going  to 
last  to  the  end  of  my  days." 

The  faith  that  was  found  out 
there  on  the  raft  will  be  needed 
again  a  good  many  times  before  the 
final  call  is  sounded  and  those  brave 
men  are  mustered  out  of  life.  There 


1943 


RELIGION    ON    A   RAFT 


will  be  occasions,  probably  far  less 
dramatic,  when  they  are  going  to 
need  moral  courage  equal  to  that 
which  sustained  them  through  this 
terrible  ordeal,  and  their  new  faith 
is  going  to  provide  them  with  that 
courage — if  they  persist  in  it. 

With  all  our  hearts  we  congratu- 
late "Rick"  and  his  companions  on 
the  fact  that  they  learned  how  to 
pray  out  there  under  that  tropical 
sun.  But  to  the  man  who  is  not  yet 
in  their  disastrous  predicament  we 
offer  the  earnest  suggestion  that 
they  learned  the  hard  way.  And 
most  of  them  wish  they  had  taken 
a  few  more  lessons  in  prayer  before 
they  looked  death  squarely  in  the 
face. 

There  is  something  pathetic  in 
Whittaker's  confession,  "I  did  not 
know  how  to  address  God  prop- 
erly." He  reached  the  right  conclu- 
sion, finally — and  for  that  we  are 
deeply  grateful.  The  Spirit  of  God 
does  teach  a  man  pretty  rapidly 
when  he  is  in  dead  earnest  and  the 
time  is  short. 

It  would  probably  have  been  diffi- 
cult to  find  a  group  of  men  more 
expert  in  their  various  lines  than 
those  who  went  out  with  "Rick" 
on  this  memorable  flight.  Eddie's 
own  experience  and  expert  knowl- 
edge as  a  pilot  was  a  guarantee  that 
they  faced  the  hazards  of  the  trip 
with  as  much  skill  as  any  number 
of  men  could  have  boasted  under 
similar  circumstances.  But  adrift  on 
that  raft  they  needed  something 
more  than  any  or  all  of  them  had. 

That  they  found  that  "something" 
while  they  floated  between  stars  and 
sharks  is  something  for  which  every 
right-minded  American  is  grateful. 


But  we  need  to  be  reminded  that  any 
other  man  can  have  that  "something 
more"  before  the  crash  comes. 

Before  they  took  off  in  Hawaii 
they  checked  their  plane  in  every 
detail,  to  make  sure  that  everything 
was  right. 

But,  note  this:  they  didn't  check 
themselves  !  And  when  they  got  into 
the  rafts  they  found  they  needed, 
more  than  any  other  one  thing,  the 
faith  they  had  neglected.  All,  that 
is,  but  one  of  them.  He  had  a  New 
Testament,  and  knew  where  to  find 
words  in  it  that  proved  to  be  a  chan- 
nel through  which  the  Spirit  of  God 
flowed  into  their  own  hearts.  Night 
after  night  and  day  after  day  he 
read  to  them  these  words  from  Mat- 
thew 6:31-34: 

"Therefore  take  no  thought,  say- 
ing, What  shall  we  eat?  Or  what 
shall  we  drink?  or  wherewithal 
shall  we  be  clothed?  .  .  .  For  your 
heavenly  Father  knoweth  that  ye 
have  need  of  all  these  things.  But 
seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
and  his  righteousness;  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  added  unto  you.  Take 
therefore  no  thought  for  the  mor- 
row; for  the  morrow  shall  take 
thought  for  the  things  of  itself. 
Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof." 

Not  far  out  ahead  there  is  going 
to  be  a  desperate  need  awaiting 
every  one  of  us — a  need  that  can  be 
supplied  only  by  those  who  know 
how  to  pray. 

With  all  your  training,  get  an 
understanding  of  this,  the  finest  of 
all  the  skills — how  to  make  contact 
with  God. 

It  may  save  your  own  soul — and 
those  of  your  buddies  as  well ! 


Some  hatreds  are  evil,  some 
righteous,    some    just    silly! 


1/UUt   SUll  l/Ve   Jiate? 


ONE  of  our  generals,  in  a  recent 
speech,  said  that  it  is  necessary 
for  soldiers  to  hate  if  they  are  to 
be  good  soldiers.  I  do  not  have  the 
text  of  his  remarks  before  me  as  I 
write.  I  remember  violently  dis- 
agreeing when  I  read  the  quota- 
tion in  a  newspaper.  But  stated  as 
it  is  above,  and  with  no  additional 
matter  added  of  the  kind  which  the 
general  did  add,  I  agree.  The  ques- 
tion is,  what  shall  we  hate? 

We  cannot,  as  Christians,  hate 
men.  They  are  our  brothers.  But  we 
can  hate,  and  if  we  do 
not  hate  we  cannot  be 
very  good  Christians, 
any  more  than  we  can 
be  good  soldiers. 

We  can  hate  lies, 
cruelty,  greed,  ruthless- 
ness,  treaty-breaking, 
and  exploitation  of  the 
weak.  We  can  hate 
spiritual  oppression  of 
the  human  mind  and 
political  suppression  of 
the  common  man.  We 
can  hate,  and  should 
hate,  all  that  exalts  itself  against 
God  and  in  doing  so  brings  to  man- 
kind a  regime  of  brutality  and  servi- 
tude. 

When  these  things  are  seen,  not  as 
weaknesses  of  isolated  individuals, 
but  as  the  guiding  philosophy  of 
whole  national  systems,  as  they  are 
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in  Germany  and  Japan,  we  have  a 
multiplied  responsibility  to  hate.  We 
must  not  only  hate,  we  must  do 
something  about  it,  if  God  has  given 
us  the  means.  We  must  stop  it,  if 
we  can,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  Much 
has  been  given  to  us  Americans, 
and  of  us  shall  much  be  required. 

The  tragedy  comes  in  when  we 
realize  that  we  cannot  stop  the  sys- 
tems that  would  destroy  mankind, 
systems  designed  ruthlessly  in  the 
interest  of  an  insane  and  anti-Chris- 
tian ideology,  without  coming  into 
armed  conflict  with  the 
actual  persons,  flesh 
and  blood  human  be- 
ings, in  whom  these 
systems  are  embodied 
and  through  whom 
they  are  assaulting  the 
world. 

The  problem  for  the 
Christian  man  is  how 
he  is  to  regard  these 
persons.  Let  us  see 
just  who  they  are. 
They  are  men  who 
are  acting  as  the 
agents  of  one  of  the  most  massively 
wicked  programs  ever  launched  in 
the  world's  history.  The  Assyrians 
who  came  down  like  wolves  are 
mere  pikers  by  comparison.  Doubt- 
less most  of  the  men  in  the  ranks 
of  the  German  and  Japanese  and 
Italian   armies   and   navies   do   not 
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realize  what  they  are  doing.  They 
have  been  brought  up  to  it.  They 
have  been  fed  with  falsehoods.  They 
have  to  do  what  they  are  doing,  or 
be  shot.  But  that  does  not  alter  the 
fact  of  what  they  are  doing.  They 
are  the  instruments  of  a  gigantic 
program  of  human  oppression. 

We  have  only  one  duty  now.  We 
must  stop  these  men.  The  only  way 
that  men  armed  with  automatic 
rifles,  tanks,  bombers,  guns  and  tor- 
pedoes can  be  stopped  is  by  con- 
fronting them  with  other  men  armed 
with  rifles,  tanks,  bombers,  guns 
and  torpedoes.  Several  nations,  in- 
cluding our  own,  tried  the  method 
of  reason,  patience,  persuasion  and 
decency,  but  it  did  not  work.  The 
deadly  business  went  on  all  the 
worse.  So  we  have  to  stop  the  evil 
by  killing  the  men  who  are  doing  it. 
There  is  no  other  way  left.  That  is 
the  world's  tragedy. 

But  I  deny  that  this  is  giving  up 
our  Christian  ideal  of  love.  It  is 
expressing  it,  not  in  sentimental  but 
in  real  terms. 

We  are  not  necessarily  hating  the 
individual  German  or  Japanese  sol- 
dier when  we  are  interrupting  by 
force  his  program  of  destroying  all 
the  values  that  have  taken  a  thou- 
sand years  to  develop  in  the  modern 
world.  We  may  feel  sorry  for  him. 
But  we  will  stop  him,  and  if  the 
only  way  of  doing  that  is  to  kill 

*  Rev.  S.  Arthur  Devan,  author  of  this 
thought-provoking  article,  is  Director  of 
the  General  Commission  on  Army  and  Navy 
Chaplains,  "the  official  agency  for  certi- 
fying ministers  as  chaplains,  strengthen- 
ing ties  between  chaplains  and  churches, 
and  serving  as  a  liaison  between  churches 
and  the  Government  in  matters  affecting 
the  service  men's  welfare."  The  Commis- 
sion is  one  of  the  four  sponsoring  agencies 
of     the     Service     Men's     Christian     League. 


him,  he  will  have  to  be  killed — 
because  we  love  all  the  people  whom 
he  will  injure  if  he  is  allowed  to 
go  on. 

We  love  our  country,  our  children 
and  our  children's  children,  and  we 
are  determined  to  protect  them.  We 
will  set  free  the  oppressed  people 
of  Belgium  and  Holland  and  Nor- 
way and  France  and  China  and 
the  Philippines.  We  will  save  such 
of  the  Jews  and  the  Poles  and  the 
Czechs  as  have  survived  the  German 
program  to  exterminate  them  in 
order  to  take  their  land  and  prop- 
erty. This  is  love.  It  is  the  most 
practical  kind  of  love  I  know. 

A  good  deal  of  feeble  sentimental- 
ity has  gathered  about  the  ideal  of 
Christian  love.  The  love  which  the 
New  Testament  talks  about  is  not 
emotional  sentiment,  but  practical 
good  will.  It  is  invincible  good  will 
seeking  the  interests  of  others.  That 
is  why  I  believe  the  victory  of  the 
United  Nations  is  the  greatest  task 
Christian  love  sets  before  us  now. 
After  the  victory  there  will  be  other 
tasks,  in  some  ways  more  compli- 
cated and  more  difficult  tasks,  but 
just  now  Christian  love  for  man- 
kind demands  a  victory  in  the  strug- 
gle of  arms.  It  is  even  in  the  ulti- 
mate interest  of  the  Germans  and 
Japanese  themselves.  Their  only 
chance  for  future  liberty  lies  in  their 
defeat. 

An  illustration  may  make  the  mat- 
ter clearer.  If  a  homicidal  maniac 
goes  on  a  rampage  down  your  street, 
and  has  already  killed  five  or  six 
men,  women  and  children,  what  does 
Christian  love  tell  you  to  do?  Go 
in  the  house  and  shut  the  door,  and 
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let  him  go  on  killing  more  people? 
Or  is  it  more  Christian  to  stop  him 
in  order  to  save  the  lives  of  people 
he  has  not  yet  slaughtered? 

Of  course,  you  might  say :  "Christ 
tells  me  to  love  this  man.  He  does 
not  want  to  be  stopped.  I  might 
injure  him  or  even  kill  him  before 
I  get  him  stopped.  I  will  let  him 
go  on."  But  that  would  not  be 
showing  Christian  love  either  for 
him  or  for  your  neighbors. 

Nor  would  it  be  more  Christian 
for  you  to  pause  and  say  "I  am 
sorry  for  this  man.  He  had  an  un- 
happy childhood.  He  was  unfor- 
tunate in  business  and  he  has  had 
injustices  done  to  him.  His  wife 
left  him.  I  haven't  always  treated 
him  very  nicely  myself.  No  wonder 
he  has  gone  demented,  poor  fellow. 
I  shall  not  interfere."  Of  course  you 
would  not  say  this  either.  You  would 
take  a  pistol  and  a  rope,  and  kill  or 
capture  the  man  before  he  did  any 
more  harm.  This  would  be  an  act 
of  love,  saving  the  lives  of  your 
neighbors  at  the  risk  of  your  own. 

One  of  our  greatest  humanitarians 
wrote  something  like  this :  "The 
Good  Samaritan  went  down  to  Jer- 
icho and  he  found  on  the  road  a 
wounded  man  whom  robbers  had 
left  there,  so  he  took  care  of  him. 
But  if  the  Good  Samaritan  had  to 
make  a  business  trip  every  week  to 
Jericho,  and  every  week  found  a 
freshly  wounded  man  by  the  way- 
side, he  would  not  be  such  a  very 
good  Samaritan  after  all  if  he  did 
not  get  a  gun  and  organize  a  vigi- 
lance committee  and  go  out  after 
the  robbers  in  order  to  stop  the 
manufacturing  of  wounded  men." 


That  is  closely  akin  to  what  we 
are  doing  in  this  war.  It  is  an  act  of 
love  on  a  heroic  scale.  It  need  not 
involve  personal  hate  toward  indi- 
vidual enemies.  In  France  during 
the  first  World  War,  I  noticed  that 
the  nearer  you  got  to  the  actual 
fighting  front  the  less  hatred  there 
was.  It  was  back  home  that  hys- 
terical fire-eaters  wanted  to  cut 
the  throat  of  every  German.  Our 
soldiers  and  the  French  soldiers  did 
not  waste  their  energy  hating  Ger- 
mans. They  simply  fought  them 
with  cold  determination.  That  is 
what  we  have  to  do  now,  because  we 
love  mankind.  Thank  God,  we  have 
men  who  have  this  love,  who  are 
willing  to  fight  and  to  give  their 
lives  for  the  welfare  of  their  fellow 
men.  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this. 

It  is  not  always  easy  to  keep 
clear  the  attitude  I  have  been  out- 
lining. But  it  is  silly  to  hate  in  the 
way  the  general  described.  Personal 
hate  is  a  wearying  thing  and  ends 
in  neuroses.  It  gives  only  a  tem- 
porary fillip  to  energy.  But  if  our 
hate  is  against  evils,  we  can  even 
pity  the  human  agents  of  those  evils 
while  we  are  dealing  firmly  with 
them. 

Part  of  our  confusion  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  most  Americans  see 
things  in  terms  of  exaggerated  in- 
dividualism. Now  we  are  awaking 
to  learn  that  there  are  great  collec- 
tive, superpersonal  forces.  At  this 
moment  and  in  this  struggle  there 
is  a  clear-cut  line-up  of  these  col- 
lective forces  on  the  sides  of  good 
and  evil.  As  Christians  we  know 
where  we  stand. 


J-yie  J  \lavu  J  VeeJL. 
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says   Rear   Admiral   RANDALL   JACOBS 

Chief  of  Personnel,  U.  S.  Navy 


of  men  kneeling  beside  their  ham- 
mocks aboard  ship  to  pray  is  an  in- 
spiring one. 

I  recall  one  account  of  an  inci- 

dent  in  the  battle  of  the  Solomon 

Acme  Photo  Islands     where     a     young     marine 

I/-/-mvtcttm--t>    -x.       1  •  -l   i  crouched  in  a  dugout  with  the  sur- 

CONSIDER  it  a  high  honor  to  .            £  ,.          &         ,     ,,.    ,  . 

.,      XT         °.    .«  vivors  of  his  company  huddled  m  a 

represent  the  Navy  at  the  mau-  ,                                ,    ,,          ,    *       u 

*f.         £  Al_     ..     %          ,          .,  close    group,    as    shells    and    bombs 

guration  of  the  timely  and  worthy  &,       j   r  u     ,      .    .-               , 

c       •       n>r     »     /-t.  •  a*       t                t  screamed  and  fell  about  them,  and 

bervice  Men  s  Christian  League.    1  ,    ,   -  .     ,.  „          .                     Ti   .     ,. 

i    .                 .«              ,.                         ,  led  his   fellows  in  prayer,    it  isn  t 

bring  you   the   greetings   and  good  ,             .            t      -          ,- 

•  tr      r  j.1.    c                  r , «     \t  always    in    such    dramatic    circum- 

wishes  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  J             .           .    A 

T       ,,...        T          ,         t  i.  ix    r  i.iT  stances  as  these  that  men   turn  to 

in  addition,  I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  .    .     ,,  .          ~                   ^   ~      , 

cr              j               x  j.1.     xt          xi.  their  Maker.    On  a  recent   Sunday 

officers  and  men  of  the  Navy,  the  L  Al      ~       A  T    .       ,T       .  ™     .   .   ■* 

n/r    •       ~          a.u    r*      m.  n       1 \       a  at  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training 

Marine  Corps,  the  Coast  Guard  and  _      .         co  AAA      „                ,    , ,    & 

*t,     t\/t      u  Vm    •         11     x     t.  Station,    52,000    officers    and    blue- 

the  Merchant  Marine,  all  of  whom  .     ,       '            ,    «       *•  • 

c  ut.-        -a    u      -j    •    4.U-           *.  jackets    attended    religious    services 

are  fighting  side  by  side  in  this  great  J  .          .                     . & 

of  one  form  or  another. 

Ax                      <                •  «.    •      ,  I  think  you  will  find  the  field  ready 

My   purpose    here    tonight   is    to  -       ,        J    .         .             .               J 

thank  you   gentlemen   for  bringing  .    ,  ,     V,            .    ;        P         ,       .„ 

about  the   Service  Men's  Christian  *!r*k5-  ^  j™ow  that  y°ur  work  wlU 

League,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  e,Jfe   -*T       ,*      1      *  •       i          ■> 

Navy's   whole-hearted    endorsement  ^he  Navy  s  chaplains  have  been 

of  the  fine  work  projected  by  this  or-  ™d  fre  ^  a  ff^  >oh:    The 

ganization.  The  officers  and  men  of  ChapUuiif  Corps  of  the  Navy  .s  now 

our    sea-going    forces    are    deeply  larger  than  ,t  has  ever  been     The 

c   A.i.       •     '£               x       1:  corps  is  almost  as  old  as  the  Navy 

aware   of   the    significance   of   reh-  .     \.     _.     ,            ~  A  ,        10     1>7AA 

t                            *.t,  4. *.u      -~i,+.  itself.    Back  on   October   13,    1/99, 

gion.  I  can  assure  you  that  the  sight  _      . ,     A    _  ,         A  ,                '    .  .  j 

_ President    John    Adams    appointed 

•this  article  is  the  text  of  an  address  de-  William  Balch,  a  Protestant  minis- 

hvered  by  Rear  Admiral  Jacobs,  the  Chief  of  '               i        i    •          o* 

Naval  Personnel,  at  the  inauguration  meeting  ter,    the    first   Navy   Chaplain.     Since 

of  the  Service  Men's  Christian  League,  held  4.1,  „  4,  4.*     _     «V.««t„:*,o  l,n„fl  _i„„.j    __ 

in  Washington,  D.  c.  on  November  11,  1942.  that  time,  chaplains  have  played  an 
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active  part  in  the  life  of  the  Navy. 
Many  of  them  have  displayed  great 
courage  under  fire  and  have  been 
decorated  for  their  heroism. 

The  place  of  religion  in  the  Navy 
may  be  indicated  by  reciting  to  you 
the  second  article  of  the  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  U.  S.  Navy: 

The  Commanders  of  vessels  and  naval 
stations  to  which  chaplains  are  attached 
shall  cause  divine  service  to  be  per- 
formed on  Sunday,  whenever  the  weather 
and  other  circumstances  allow  it  to  be 
done;  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
to  all  officers,  seamen  and  others  in  the 
naval  service  diligently  to  attend  at 
every  performance  of  the  worship  of 
Almighty  God. 

This  statement  of  navy  policy  is 
entirely  in  keeping  with  the  aims 
and  purposes  of  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League. 

I  feel  certain  that  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Navy  want  and  need  the 
help  of  your  organization.  You  will 
be  of  great  assistance  to  our  chap- 
lains. In  turn,  they  will  strive  to 
further  the  principle  embodied  in 
the  League's  covenant,  "I  will  strive 
to  make  my  life  an  open  witness  of 


what  I  profess."  The  fulfillment  of 
this  principle  alone  will  reinforce 
the  loyalty  of  every  Navy  man. 

The  interdenominational  co-opera- 
tion exemplified  by  the  Service 
Men's  Christian  League  will  enable 
it  to  cover  ninety  per  cent  of  the 
Protestant  officers  and  men  in  the 
Navy.  Obviously,  it  would  not  be 
practical  to  have  each  denomination 
develop  its  own  organization.  Yet 
some  means  of  expressing  the  spirit 
of  Christian  fellowship  is  clearly 
needed,  and  it  is  the  responsibility 
of  all  Protestant  churches  to  pro- 
vide that  means.  As  the  cumulative 
effort  of  the  majority  of  the  Prot- 
estant churches,  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League  is  the  expression 
of  that  spirit  of  voluntary  co-opera- 
tion that  could  come  about  only  in  a 
democracy. 

I  congratulate  those  of  you  who 
have  devoted  your  time  and  effort  to 
the  development  of  this  League.  I 
thank  you  in  the  name  of  the  chap- 
lains of  the  Navy  whom  you  will  as- 
sist, and  I  thank  you  in  the  name  of 
the  officers  and  men  who  will  bene- 
fit from  your  noble  efforts. 


Official  U.S.  Navy  Photograph 
Men   of  the  U.S.  Navy  participating  in  divine  service   aboard   aircraft   carrier  in  South  Pacific 
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By  Private  Douglas  Hayes 

(British  Army) 

HE  attempted  to  take  out  his  emer- 
gency field  dressing,  but  his 
fingers  fumbled  and  the  movement 
gave  him  pain.  So,  after  a  moment 
or  two,  he  desisted. 

He  felt  himself  to  be  helpless,  as 
helpless  as  a  child — and  presently, 
childlike,  a  tear  welled  and  traced 
a  zigzag  course  down  his  cheek. 
His  side  felt  quite  numb,  almost  as 
it  used  to  feel  after  lying  too  long 
sometimes  in  one  position  during  his 
early  days  of  field-training  in 
England. 

In  the  immense  stillness  which  had 
followed  the  inferno  of  artillery 
and  dive-bombing,  he  was  alone  of 
his  kind,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
existence  out  of  call  or  sight  of 
humanity,  caught  up  by  a  tide 
stronger  than  himself  and  left 
stranded  in  a  backwater  of  infinity. 

Terror  caught  him  up  in  an  all- 
embracing  cloak  of  blackness,  mak- 
ing him  forget  that  the  numbness 
had  been  succeeded  by  pain.  He  was 
back  again  to  man's  beginnings,  on 
the  edge  of  an  existence  of  which 
he  knew  nothing.  Then  pain  took 
possession  of  his  body  —  pain  so 
great  that  it  was  his  body,  and  he 


Private  Douglas  Hayes,  author  of  this 
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lay,  a  torn,  quivering  piece  of  in- 
articulate driftwood  cast  up  by  the 
careless  movement  of  the  tide. 

The  young  moon  was  rising 
through  the  clouds,  new  and  soft 
with  beauty,  pendant  like  a  silver 
tear  in  the  autumn  sky,  as  it  might 
have  seemed  when  the  world  was 
young  and  the  gods  of  legend  walked 
with  men  on  high  Olympus. 

In  its  calm  upward  flight  it  re- 
vealed for  a  space  the  torn  building 
to  the  soldier's  left,  and  then  was 
hidden  by  a  cloud.  A  lone  antiair- 
craft shell  tore  into  the  stillness  of 
the  heavens.  Farther  back,  artillery 
began  to  rumble. 

He  knew  that  he  must  reach  the 
building.  Must.  He  turned,  and  the 
movement  brought  sweat  to  his  fore- 
head. He  murmured  his  pain  through 
gray  lips,  and  the  whisper  went  out 
into  the  intractable  darkness.  He 
made  the  effort  again,  grunting,  and 
commenced  his  crawl  to  his  goal. 

The  door  was  iron-studded  and 
of  oak,  off  on  one  huge  hinge.  He 
crept  half  inside  the  door  and  lay 
for   a   while  without  moving.   .   .   . 

The  moon,  emerging  from  tempo 
rary  obscurity  behind  the  cloud,  il- 
lumined the  interior  of  the  building, 
revealing  for  a  brief  moment  the 
gaping  hole  in  the  wall,  the  broken 
roof  and  damaged  pews,  and  casting 
a  soft  radiance  down  the  main  aisle. 
Shadows  sprang  into  being  for  a 
space,  shapeless  and  inconsequent, 
to  falter,  merge  and  fade  into  noth- 
ingness. 

"I'm  dead!"  thought  the  soldier, 
as  dead  as,  once  more,  truth  and 
beauty  were  dead.    He  remembered 
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some  lines  he  had  written  before  the 
great  upheaval — remembered  because 
they  were  dancing  upon  his  brain: 
"There  was  a  Man,  once,  who  spoke 
truth  to  the  world,  and  they  cruci- 
fied Him.  The  world  will  always 
crucify  truth."  He  essayed  a  laugh, 
and  the  faint  rattle  broke  in  his 
throat. 

After  a  little,  Joan's  image  insisted 
on  intruding  itself  on  his  mind — 
ghost-like  memories  of  those  days 
before  the  war.  "Don't  you  see," 
she  had  said,  "nothing  matters  ex- 
cept us,  nothing  in  the  world.  Don't 
you  see  that?" 

"Nothing  matters  except  us."  He 
grunted  in  his  agony,  and  the  sweat 
drove  furrows  through  the  filth  and 
blood  on  his  face.  He  knew  now. 
Nothing  mattered  any  more,  not 
even  Joan.  He  wished  he  could 
tell  her.  She  ought  to  know.  Nothing 
at  all  mattered  now,  not  even  this 
pain  which  was  taking  his  body.  He 
didn't  have  to  worry  any  more. 
Those  swine  out  there  in  their  field- 
gray  had  given  him  that  at  least. 

Life  had  been  all  right,  though. 
People  had  been  happy  once,  had 
their  joys  and  sorrows,  laughter  and 
tears.  Now  there  was  only  pain. 
What  right  had  they,  these  mad- 
men, to  tear  the  world  apart  with 
their  murder  and  hate,  their  guns 
for  butter  and  machines  for  hearts? 

They  had  brought  his  world  top- 
pling about  his  ears,  had  sent  him 
here,  a  torn  fragment  of  humanity, 
holding  desperately  to  life's   spark. 

He  thought  of  his  early  discus- 
sions with  Joan  in  the  days  before 
the  war.  They  had  both  been  ardent 
pacifists  then,  hating  the  thought  of 
war — until  war  became  inevitable. 


And  yet,  he  supposed  he  would  do 
it  all  again.  He  supposed  it  was 
worth  while.  He  knew  it  was  worth 
while.  They  had  to  be  stopped.  They 
would  be  stopped ;  he  knew  that,  too. 

Then  suddenly  he  saw  Joan — 
Joan,  in  that  light  summer  frock  she 
had  worn  the  first  day  they  met,  so 
many  aeons  ago,  it  seemed.  The 
shadow  of  the  Cross  on  the  altar 
lay  upon  her,  as  if  in  protection. 
Was  he  dreaming,  or  did  she  whis- 
per his  name? 

The  ruin  was  soft  with  moonlight 
once  more.  Little  pools  of  shadow 
were  caught  in  the  stone  flags,  worn 
by  the  devout  feet  of  countless  gen- 
erations. Here,  even  amid  tragedy, 
there  was  peace  and  a  mellowness. 

The  Cross  on  the  high  altar  stood 
out  in  sharp  relief  against  the  ma- 
sonry behind  it,  sharp  and  strong, 
burning  its  image  on  the  brain  be- 
hind those  lusterless  eyes.  Suddenly 
he  knew  he  had  to  get  up  to  it,  ap- 
proach the  sole  symbol  of  truth 
standing  out  amid  desolation. 

Again  he  started  to  crawl.  .  .  . 
*     *     * 

He  lay  with  one  hand  clutching 
the  torn  altar-cloth,  his  eyes  as  one 
who  had  seen  a  vision — or  some  in- 
credible truth. 

On  his  lips,  dry  and  shriveled,  was 
the  semblance  of  a  smile.  Filthy 
and  stained,  in  the  tattered  panoply 
of  war,  he  yet  seemed  strangely  at 
peace.  At  the  end  of  all  doubt  and 
striving,  all  hatred  and  malice. 

Full  in  the  green  radiance  of  the 
moon,  the  Cross  stood  above  him. 

And  as  he  lay  there,  still  and  at 
peace,  the  night  wind  whispered 
what  might  have  been  a  greeting  to 
one  who  had  come  Home — at  last. 


A  Testament  that  changed  many  lives 
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THE  cynics  laughed 
when  they  heard  of 
widespread  efforts  be- 
ing planned  to  bring 
the  ministry  of  God  to 
service  men.  They  said 
men  were  no  longer  in- 
terested — not  in  this 
sophisticated  age.  Men 
had  outgrown  all  this. 
It  was  only  superstition 
after  all.  God  wasn't 
real  any  more.  Not 
after  what  had  hap- 
pened— the  world  going  to  pieces, 
and  everything.  How  could  anyone 
believe,  or  care  to  try  to  believe, 
now? 

Not  long  ago,  while  on  a  train 
waiting  for  the  conductor  to  pick 
up  my  ticket,  I  sat  pondering  the 
question  of  religion's  place  in  the 
lives  of  service  men.  I  was  desper- 
ately weary,  and  perhaps  my  weari- 
ness contributed  to  my  frame  of 
mind.  It  wasn't  doubt.  It  wasn't 
even  pessimism.  But  the  question 
inserted  itself  into  my  conscious- 
ness:  Is  it  really  worth  while? 

A  hand  reached  out  and  a  voice 
said  pleasantly,  "Ticket,  please."  I 
looked  up  and  the  conductor  gasped, 
then  seized  my  hand.  "Thank  God," 
he  exclaimed,  "I've  found  you!" 

This  was  conduct  scarcely  corn- 
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mon  to  courteous  but 
impersonal  railroad 
men.  I  must  have 
looked  puzzled,  for  he 
said,  "Why,  don't  you 
remember  me,  pastor?" 
I  searched  his  face. 
It  seemed  familiar,  but 
then    I    see    so    many 

faces 

"I'm  Gunderson !"  he 
said. 

Then   in   a    flash   it 

came     to     me.      "And 

your  first  name  is  Rudolph,"  I  shot 

back.     "And    the    last   time    I    saw 

you    was    in    a    Y.M.C.A.    hut    at 

— ,    twenty- four    years 
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Camp    

ago." 

Memories  came  crowding  in.  I 
saw  Gunderson  again  as  he  was 
then,  one  of  a  thousand  lads  milling 
about.  I  was  back  of  the  counter, 
arrayed  in  a  civilian  chaplain's  uni- 
form, handing  out  Testaments.  Un- 
usual interest  had  arisen,  all  the 
boys  were  asking  for  Testaments — 
they  had  just  seen  a  picture  of  a 
Testament  with  a  bullet  hole  half- 
way through,  a  Testament  that  had 
saved  a  soldier's  life  on  the  battle- 
fields of  France.  "Here  you  are, 
here  you  are,"  I  was  saying  to  a 
half-dozen  at  once — always  adding, 
"and  if  you'll  read  it,  it  will  stop 
more  than  bullets!" 

"How   right   you   were,    pastor !" 

" — And  then  I  saw  you,  Rudolph. 

You  had  been  staring  at  me  all  the 

15 


16 


THE   LINK 


March 


while.  Finally  you  came  up  and  ex- 
claimed 'Pastor,  what  are  you  doing 
here  ?'  "  For  Rudolph,  as  a  young- 
ster, had  come  to  our  Sunday  school 
off  the  streets  of  a  great  city.  He 
had  been  prepared  for  confirmation 
in  my  church  several  years  before. 
Shortly  after  his  confirmation,  his 
family  moved  and  I  had  not  seen  him 
again  till  the  World  War  brought 
us  together  in  a  great  camp  city. 

"I  gave  you  a  Testament,  too,  that 
night,  didn't  I,  Rudolph?" 

"You  did  more  than  that,  pastor. 
You  wrote  your  name  on  the  fly- 
leaf, and  the  date,  and  then  you 
asked  me  to  promise  you  that  I 
would  read  a  portion  each  day — 
even  if  it  were  only  a  single  verse." 

"And  how  did  that  work  out, 
Rudolph?" 

"I  kept  my  promise,  pastor !  You 
remember  our  division  went  over- 
seas shortly  after.  When  we  got  to 
France  our  division  was  thrown  into 
some  of  the  severest  battles  of  1918. 
We  were  all  but  cut  to  pieces.  But 
even  in  the  front  line  I  kept  my 
promise  and  read  my  Testament. 

"How  they  laughed  at  me !  My 
squad,  you  know,  was  one  of  the 
tougnest  in  the  regiment.  But  I  let 
them  laugh. 

"And  then,  one  day,  the  toughest 
in  the  lot  came  and  begged  me,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  to  teach  him  how 
to  pray.  'I've  never  known  how  to 
pray,'  he  sobbed.  You  see,  he  had 
run  away  from  home  as  a  little  boy 
and  he  had  broken  his  mother's 
heart.  But  his  mother  had  prayed 
all  these  years  that  he  would  come 
back  to  her  someday.  And  he  did. 
He  was  changed  somehow  that  day. 
He  quit  being  tough.    After  his  re- 


turn to  the  States  he  went  back  to 
his  mother  and  he  has  been  giving 
her  a  good  home  all  these  years. 

"But  that  isn't  all,  pastor.  I  went 
into  Germany  with  the  Army  of 
Occupation  as  a  chauffeur  for  my 
commanding  general.  One  day  we 
were  entertained  at  the  castle  of  a 
princess.  The  conversation  drifted 
into  a  heated  discussion  on  the  atti- 
tude Germany's  enemies  would  take 
now.  Wouldn't  everyone  hate  the 
Germans?   Despise  them? 

"Finally,  even  though  I  was  only 
a  noncom,  I  ventured  to  say,  'Why, 
that  wouldn't  be  Christian,  would 
it  ?'  Overcome  with  her  emotion,  the 
princess  reached  into  a  jewel  case 
containing  a  priceless  collection  of 
gold  crosses,  selected  one  of  the 
choicest,  and  hung  it  about  my  neck, 
and  asked  me  to  wear  it  always. 

"And  here  it  is,  pastor."  He 
reached  beneath  his  shirt  and 
brought  out  a  beautiful  cross.  "I've 
been  wearing  it  all  these  years. 
Often  when  I'm  tempted  to  do  some- 
thing questionable,  I  feel  the  cross 
there  and  I  remember.  .  .  .  And 
now,  during  all  these  years  since  be- 
coming a  Pullman  conductor,  I've 
been  trying  to  do  some  special  serv- 
ice for  the  men  and  women  whom  I 
meet. 

"What  a  happy  day  tomorrow  is 
going  to  be,  when  I  can  tell  Mother 
I  have  found  you,  pastor.  Because — 
maybe  you  have  forgotten  that,  too 
— you  wrote  her  from  camp  and 
told  her  you  had  found  me,  and  that 
I  would  remember  what  I  had  been 
taught — always !" 

Twenty- four  years  !  And  a  Testa- 
ment came  back,  a  Testament  which 
had  been  used  to  change  many  lives. 
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A  new  world  war  is  on.  A  tragic, 
awful,  global  catastrophe.  And  men, 
thousands  of  them,  millions,  are 
going  out  to  face  death. 

And  again  we  are  handing  out 
Testaments,  millions  of  them;  and 
prayer  books,  millions  of  them,  too. 
The  presses  of  America  and  of  the 
world,  though  they  work  night  and 
day,  cannot  meet  the  demand.  Re- 
ligious, devotional  literature — thou- 
sands of  tons  of  it.  But  not  enough 
to  meet  the  demand.  Not  nearly 
enough ! 

And  there  are  chaplains  by  the 
thousands,  and  service  pastors,  work- 
ing night  and  day  in  great  camp 
cities — preaching  as  men  have  not 
preached  in  generations,  counseling 
as  men  have  never  expected  they 
would  be  counseling,  visiting  the 
sick  and  the  dying  till  they  drop 
from  exhaustion,  going  with  their 
men  into  battle  stations  in  the  far 
corners  of  the  earth  and  perform- 
ing valiantly.  Heroes  of  the  ages 
and  martyrs  of  the  cross ! 

All  this  is  going  on,  remember, 
in  this  sophisticated  twentieth  cen- 
tury, when,  according  to  reports, 
men  could  no  longer  be  interested 
in  God !  But  when  men  face  death 
they  are  glad  to  discover  again  that 
the  Saviour  is  not  dead. 


Our  country  is  blessing  our  men 
with  the  comfort  of  their  religion. 
In  Army  and  Navy,  men  of  God  are 
commissioned  to  teach  and  preach. 
And  a  thousand  chapels  have  been 
built  and  dedicated  so  that  un- 
counted multitudes  of  brave  Ameri- 
can lads,  who  never  before  have 
heard — or,  having  heard,  had  all  but 
forgotten — might  hear  and  hear 
again  the  everlasting  gospel  "which 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  all  who  will  believe." 

And  men  are  listening,  and  heed- 
ing, and  walking  again  the  trail  the 
martyrs  trod ! 

Read  the  story  of  the  heroes  of 
Bataan,  of  Corregidor. 

Read  of  Rickenbacker  and  his 
crew  and  the  Testament  which 
changed  their  lives. 

Read  of  the  ambulance  plane 
which  crash-dived  on  the  submerged 
coral  reef  in  the  far  Pacific,  and  of 
the  service  they  held.  They,  like 
Rickenbacker  and  his  crew  and  all 
the  others,  were  glad  to  confess  that 
it  was  God  who  had  saved  them — 
God  whom  some  thought  was  dead ! 

No,  the  Book  hasn't  lost  any  of  its 
power  or  its  glory.  It  is  still  the 
Power  of  God.  And  it  still  brings 
into  glory  all  who  will  believe  its 
message. 


COLIN  KELLY'S  EXAMPLE 
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RS.  COLIN  P.  KELLY,  widow  of  the  hero  of  Pearl  Harbor, 
recently  was  given  the  hero  medal  awarded  him  for  his  wonderful 
feats  with  airplanes.  He  flew  higher  than  others  had  done.  His  achieve- 
ments in  every  way  were  conspicuous.  Mrs.  Kelly  said,  in  receiving  the 
medal :  "Colin  didn't  drink  or  smoke.  Many  of  his  friends  do  not  either. 
He  said  alcohol  and  gasoline  don't  mix,  and  you  need  a  clear  head  in 
flying." — Religious  Telescope. 
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/KANSAS  CITY  MO., 
THE  ONLY  ONE  OF  ITS  KIND 
IN  THE  WORLD. 

it  is  FIRE,  VERMIN,  and 
EARTHQUAKE  PROOF. 

ONLY  WINDOWS  ARE  IN 
OFFICES  AND  ROOMS  OTHER 
THAN  THE  AUDITORIUM. 
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TRADEMARK  REG.  U.  S.  PATENT  OFFICE 


THE  words  had  cut  briskly  across  the 
mess  hall  and  left  a  silence  that  hung, 
waiting,  above  the  heads  of  the  men. 
Chaplain  Hollister,  Commandant  of  the 
Army  Chaplain  School,  looked  slowly 
around  the  room,  waiting  for  a  re- 
sponse. 

"I  can't  give  you  any  more  informa- 
tion than  that,"  he  said  grimly.  "The 
plane  leaves  at  seven  tonight.  It  will 
be  a  quick,  hard  decision  for  any  one 
of  you  student  chaplains  to  make,  with 
graduation  coming  up  tomorrow.  But 
the  army  moves  sometimes  by — quick 
decision.  I'll  be  waiting  in  my  office. 
Whoever  thinks  he'd  like  the  job  may 
follow  me  out." 

There  was  a  self-conscious  return  to 
eating,  and  then  Chris  Starr  saw  Jerry 
Patterson  pushing  back  his  chair,  head- 
ing for  the  door. 

Chris  sat  rigidly  for  a  moment,  then 
threw  down  his  napkin  and  hurried 
after  him.  Jerry  mustn't  be  the  one  to 
go — not  Jerry,  of  all  people! 

Chaplain  Hollister  regarded  the  two 
young  men  curiously  across  his  desk. 
"Only  one  of  you  can  go,"  he  said,  smil- 
ing up  at  them,  "and  Chaplain  Patter- 
son got  here  first." 

"But,  sir — "  Chris  avoided  Jerry's 
eyes.     "Chaplain    Patterson's   father   is 
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delivering  the  graduation 
address  tomorrow  morning. 
He — well,  he  ought  to  be 
here  for  that." 

Chaplain  Hollister  raised 
an  eyebrow.  "And  how 
about  your  own  graduation? 
Would  you  be  willing  to 
miss  the  exercises  your- 
self?" 

Chris  looked  steadily  at 
the  man  who  sat  so  straight 
behind  the  well-ordered  desk.  "I'm 
just  like  the  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  other  chaplains,"  he  said.  "I  guess 
graduation  means  about  the  same  to 
all  of  us.  But  with  Jerry  it's  bound  to 
be     different,     his     own     father     up 

there " 

Jerry  stepped  forward,  his  eyes  burn- 
ing brightly,  his  dark,  thin  face  flushed 
with  eagerness.  "Chaplain  Hollister," 
he  said  with  swift  deliberateness,  "I 
wouldn't  have  volunteered  if  I  hadn't 
wanted  very  much  to  go." 

Hollister's  searching  eyes  went  from 
one  to  the  other  of  the  young  student 
chaplains.  Then  they  came  to  rest  on 
Jerry  Patterson.  "No,"  he  said  slowly, 
"I  don't  believe  you  would."  His  voice 
resumed  its  briskness.  "Then  it's  all 
settled.  I've  made  arrangements  for  you 
to  fly  to  New  York.  The  plane  for 
the    West    Coast    will    take    off    from 

there." 

*    *    * 

A  chill  November  dusk  stole  over 
the  Harvard  yard  and  closed  in  on  the 
walls  of  the  building  which  the  uni- 
versity had  set  aside  for  the  use  of 
chaplains.  Chris  Starr  stood  at  a  cor- 
ner window  on  the  third  floor,  looking 
out  at  the  wide  branches  of  the  trees, 
weird  and  groping  in  the  half -dark. 
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Behind  him,  two  beds,  over,  Jerry- 
was  thumping  his  denim  barracks  bag 
about,  fastening  the  slip  cords.  His 
hands  moved  quickly,  deftly,  and  Chris 
sensed  that  he  would  be  glad  when  the 
good-bys  were  said  and  he  would  be 
riding  up,  into  the  night. 

Five  weeks  seemed  a  short  time  to 
form  deep  ties  of  friendship.  And  yet, 
from  the  first,  Chris  had  felt  strangely 
drawn  to  this  slight,  dark  student  chap- 
lain. He  had  been  a  brilliant  theologi- 
cal student,  Chris  learned ;  and  before 
joining  up  he  had  been  assistant  pastor 
of  a  large  Philadelphia  church.  It  had 
been  easy  to  imagine  the  scholarly  ser- 
mons he  must  have  delivered  to  a  very 
select  audience — and  hard  to  imagine 
why  he  had  decided  to  give  it  up  for 
the  chaplaincy. 

Chris  suspected  that  he  had  no  real 
enthusiasm  for  it,  that  he  much  pre- 
ferred the  quiet  sanctity  of  his  pulpit 
to  the  harsher  reality  of  army  life.  But 
Jerry  had  given  no  outward  evidence  of 
discontent.  He  was  cheerful,  uncom- 
plaining, well  liked  by  the  other  chap- 
lains. 

When  the  fellows  had  learned  that 
Jerry  was  the  son  of  Colonel  Patterson, 
commanding  officer  of  near-by  Fort  Col- 
lins, where  they  went  sometimes  for 
practical  observation,  they  figured  they 
had  a  clue  to  the  situation.  Colonel 
Patterson  was  an  army  man  "of  the  old 
school,"  and  was  seeing  duty  in  his 
second  world  war.  To  him  the  army 
was  the  only  life  for  a  man,  and  it  had 
been  easy  to  imagine  the  disappointment 
he  must  have  felt  when  Jerry  chose  the 
ministry.  Chris  suspected  that  Jerry 
might  have  become  a  chaplain  to  as- 
suage, in  part,  that  disappointment. 

Rut  it  was  only  suspicion.  Despite 
the   friendship  that  had  sprung  up  be- 


tween them,  Chris  had  balked  at  ques- 
tioning Jerry.  There  was  a  dark  in- 
tensity in  his  deep  brown  eyes  that 
seemed  to  say,  "I'll  be  a  chaplain,  / 
will — and  a  very  good  one,  too."  It  was 
an  attitude  to  let  wave,  gallantly. 

He  would  miss  Jerry.  They  would 
have  had  to  separate  tomorrow  anyhow. 
It  would  be  good-bys  for  all  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  of  them  then — leaving 
immediately  after  the  exercises  for  their 
waiting,  far-flung  posts.  But  now  be- 
cause some  chaplain  on  the  West  Coast 
was  ill,  and  his  regiment  was  evidently 
shoving  off,  a  call  had  come  to  the 
school  for  a  substitute,  a  volunteer — 
and  time  had  moved  up  a  few  hours  for 
Jerry  Patterson. 

It  had  been  a  long  time  since  Chris 
had  felt  so  close  to  anyone.  Not  since 
his  seminary  days  had  he  found  a  friend 
quite  like  Jerry.  These  had  been  a  good 
five  weeks  together.  Drill  on  Andover 
Field  under  a  hard,  bright  sun,  with  the 
smell  of  autumn  in  the  air  and  the 
trees  splashed  wildly  with  color;  brisk, 
early  morning  calisthenics  and  the  quiet, 
close  devotional  period  following  break- 
fast; clean,  hard-hitting  lectures  that 
challenged  and  held  you  tense;  first  aid 
and  practical  duties,  and  group  athletics 
in  the  late  afternoon;  study  side  by 
side  at  night  in  the  quarters — study  and 
good,  stimulating  talk,  the  talk  of  men 
from  all  pulpits,  all  denominations,  of 
men  wearing  olive  drab,  learning  tol- 
erance, catching  a  gleam  that  fused  and 
made  them  one.  .  .  . 

:§:         5(C         3$ 

Chris  turned  from  the  window.  "It 
looks  like  a  white  Thanksgiving,  all 
right,"  he  said  lightly. 

"That's  fine,"  Jerry  grinned.  "Only 
who's  going  to  be  around  to  see  it?" 
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Thanksgiving  was  Thursday,  the  day- 
after  tomorrow.  But  then  they  would 
all  be  on  planes,  on  trains,  going  up 
and  down  and  across  country  to  their 
respective  posts. 

"This  time  last  year,"  Jerry  said 
softly,  "I  was  sweating  away  over  what 
I  hoped  would  be  a  very  literary  and 
inspiring  Thanksgiving  sermon.  And 
you?" 

Chris  laughed.  "Seeing  how  many  of 
the  Ladies'  Aid  I  could  get  to  promise 
a  pumpkin  pie  for  the  church  supper. 
Julia  has  inherited  that  job,  I  guess," 
he  added  thoughtfully. 

"This  will  be  the  first  Thanksgiving 
you  two  haven't  been  together?"  Jerry 
asked  quickly. 

Chris  nodded. 

"It  must  be  tough  for  both  of  you. 
It's  simple,  taking  off  from  places — 
when  there's  no  one  to  care  too  much. 
That's  partly  why  I  joined  up,  you 
know.  Figured  bachelors  like  me  de- 
served the  Army." 

He  swung  the  barracks  bag  to  the 
floor.  There  was  the  sound  of  feet  and 
talk  in  the  corridor.  He  turned,  and 
the  smile  he  gave  Chris  was  flashing, 
eager. 

"You  know,"  he  said  shyly,  "I  really 
must  be  a  sentimental  bookworm  after 
all.  I  keep  seeing  mental  pictures  of 
guys  like  Xavier,  and  Loyola,  and  Wes- 
ley, Whitefield,  and  Carey — the  big  fel- 
lows whose  pictures  used  to  hang  on 
the  walls  at  school.  They  were  always 
starting  off  for  somewhere — somewhere 
not  too  definite — with  nothing  but  a 
flame  and  a  seeking  in  their  hearts  to 
keep  them — "  He  broke  off  quickly, 
his  face  deeply  flushed,  and  held  out 
his  hand.  .  .  . 

The  news  came  at  breakfast.    Chris 


was  sitting  there,  with  Jerry's  empty 
chair  beside  him,  when  Chaplain  Hol- 
lister  came  in  slowly  and  read  the  mes- 
sage. The  plane  had  crashed,  some- 
where in  Ohio,  in  the  night.  Every  man 
who  was  aboard  the  airship  had  been 
killed. 

"Chaplain  Patterson,"  he  said  simply, 
"died  a  hero's  death.  Although  badly 
injured,  he  managed  to  crawl  to  two 
of  the  officers,  who  were  still  conscious, 
and  render  spiritual  aid.  They  were 
alive  when  found,  but  died  on  the  way 
to  a  hospital." 

The  ten  o'clock  drill  on  the  field,  the 
march  to  Sanders'  Theatre  for  the 
graduation  exercises,  were  dreamlike 
procedures  that  somehow  didn't  regis- 
ter. Dean  Claiborne  of  the  Divinity 
School  was  giving  the  invocation,  and 
Chaplain  Hollister  was  standing  tall  be- 
hind the  stack  of  diplomas  at  one  side 
of  the  stage. 

There  had  been  few  words  in  the 
quarters  after  breakfast.  "Do  you  sup- 
pose Colonel  Patterson  will  show  up?" 
one  of  the  fellows  had  asked. 

"Of  course,"  someone  had  said.  "He's 
hard — hard  as  nails."  And  Chris  had 
wondered. 

"The  army  moves  forward  on  disci- 
pline." It  was  a  sentence  that  the  army 
men  among  the  faculty  had  hammered  at 
day  after  day  in  instructions  to  the 
student  chaplains.  And  they  had  pointed 
to  Colonel  Patterson  as  the  perfect  ex- 
ample of  "Discipline,  Incorporated."  To 
Chris  and  some  of  the  others,  accus- 
tomed to  being  lenient  with  their  con- 
gregations, this  emphasis  on  discipline 
had  sometimes  seemed  a  little  strong — 
had  seemed  a  little  too  restricting.  And 
yet 

Dean  Claiborne,  Chris  was  aware, 
had  now  finished  the  invocation.   There 
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was  a  long,  hushed  moment,  and  then 

Colonel  Patterson  was  coming  between 

the  curtains,  going  to  the  center  of  the 

stage.     His    shoulders    were   back,    his 

step  firm.    He  seemed  to  have  picked  a 

spot  in  the  center  of  the  theatre  to  point 

his  words  toward,   and  they  came  out 

strong,  steady,  unflinching. 

The  five  weeks  spent  studying  lessons 

in  discipline  had  been  primer  stuff;  this 

was  the  real  thing.   This  was  the  Army, 

carrying  on.  And  one  diploma  lay  alone 

on  the  table. 

*    *    * 

Chaplain  Hollister  called  Chris  from 
the  line  of  march  leaving  the  theatre. 
"Colonel  Patterson  wants  to  see  you. 
He's  over  there — under  that  tree  at  the 
side  of  the  field." 

The  Colonel,  Chris  felt  with  a  pang, 
looked  shrunken,  somehow,  standing 
there,  and  his  shoulders  didn't  seem 
to  fill  out  his  coat  quite  as  well  as  they 
had  a  few  moments  before.  He  returned 
Chris's  salute,  and  then,  fumblingly,  he 
laid  a  hand  on  his  arm. 

"I  told  Jerry  I'd  go  through  his  foot- 
locker,  send  back  whatever  he  didn't 
manage  to  take  along,"  he  said,  keeping 
the  words  clean-edged,  quick.  "You'll 
be  shoving  off  yourself  in  an  hour  or  so. 


I — I  thought  we  might  go  through  it 
together.  There  are  some  things  I  think 
he  would  like  for  you  to  have.  The 
little  ivory-and-red  Bible,  maybe.  He 
was — pretty  fond  of  that." 

There  was  a  deep,  unspeakable  grief 
in  his  eyes;  there  were  thirty  years  of 
discipline  in  his  voice. 

Chris  started  to  speak.  "There  was 
something  last  night,  sir.  Something 
Jerry  said  when  we  were  together  up- 
stairs— something  about — a  flame.  I 
think  he  really  wanted  to  go,  sir." 

Colonel  Patterson  smiled.  "Jerry  was 
a  good  soldier,"  he  said  gently.  "But 
then" — his  eyes  found  Chris  again — 
"God's  soldiers  usually  are." 

The  square,  marching  body  of  men 
in  uniform  had  reached  a  broad  patch 
of  sunlight,  far  down  the  field.  The 
light  would  be  glinting  on  the  bars  on 
their  collars — the  bars  and  the  little 
silver  crosses  placed  beside  them. 

Chris  fell  in  step  beside  Colonel 
Patterson,  and  they  walked  together, 
toward  the  others.  Suddenly  every- 
thing had  a  directness,  a  new  clarity 
for  Chris.  The  army  needed  men  like 
Colonel  Patterson;  it  also  needed  chap- 
lains like  himself.  For  the  two  of  them 
there  was  a  great  work,  yonder.   .  .   . 


A  Plug  from  "YANK,  the   Army  Weekly" 


•  "Off  the  press  comes  a  slick  little  pocket-size  mag  called  The  Link 
which  will  be  published  monthly  as  a  tie  between  fighting  men  and  their 
Protestant  churches  back  home.  A  joint  project  of  many  Protestant  or- 
ganizations, The  Link  hits  a  good  pace  in  its  first  issue.  None  of  the 
old  hoke  too  often  handed  out  in  Sunday  school,  but  straight-from-the- 
shoulder  stuff  for  Christian  soldiers,  with  a  few  thoughts  on  Christian 
living.  Free  to  soldiers,  The  Link  will  be  sent  to  you  on  request  to  the 
editor,  1703  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Chaplains  may  secure 
as  many  copies  as  they  need  if  they'll  just  ask." — YANK,  February  3,  1943 


Sane  advice  on  sex  discipline 


By  Chaplain  Alva  «F.  Brasted 


THE  most  important  building  in 
life  is  character-building.  A  man 
may  possess  a  powerful  physical 
body  and  he  may  have  all  knowl- 
edge, but  take  from  him  all  that 
he  has  of  excellent  Christian  charac- 
ter, and  he  is  as  a  cunning  beast — 
and  the  most  dangerous  beast  of 
the  jungle. 

Sex  immorality  is  the  great  de- 
stroyer of  character.  It  attacks  all 
the  virtues  and  all  the  finer  sensibili- 
ties. The  prostitute  is  marked  not 
by  the  strength  of  character,  but 
by  the  lack  of  it.  The  immoral 
life  that  will  ruin  a  young  woman 
will  ruin  a  young  man. 

In  this  fight  against  immorality 
we  must  have  knowledge.  To  know 
the  dangers  of  illicit  sexual  rela- 
tionship is  a  safeguard,  but  knowl- 
edge alone  is  not  enough.  If  we 
would  overcome  temptation  we  must 
have  strength  of  character. 

Since  Christian  character  is  man's 
hope,  there  is  no  more  important 
question  than  this,  namely:  How 
may  character  be  developed  and 
made   strong    enough    to   overcome 

*  Chaplain  Brasted  (Colonel,  U.  S.  Army, 
retired)  is  now  on  active  duty  as  Post  Chap- 
lain at  Fort  Belvoir,  Va.  After  13  years 
in  the  Baptist  pastorate,  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Regular  Army  as  a  chaplain  in  1913. 
For  four  years,  1933  to  1937,  he  served 
as  Chief  of  Chaplains,  U.  S.  Army.  Now  the 
editor  of  The  Army  and  Navy  Chaplain,  he 
is  also  author  of  several  service  publi- 
cations, among  them  being  "Service  to 
Service  Men"  and  "For  Victorious  Living." 
This    article    is    reprinted    from    the    latter. 


the  temptations  to  do  those  things 
which  are  unmanly  and  wrong? 
Here  are  a  few  brief  helps  in  char- 
acter-building. 

The  control  of  the  sex  impulse 
may  be  accomplished  by  directing 
it  in  the  right  channels — or,  to  use 
another  term,  by  "sublimation."  This 
sex  energy,  used  by  some  in  dissi- 
pation and  immoral  practices,  may 
be  expended  on  the  athletic  field, 
in  the  gymnasium,  in  study  or  phys- 
ical labor.  Keeping  the  body  and 
mind  active  in  doing  things  worth 
while  is  a  strong  safeguard  against 
the  temptations  of  sex.  Let  your 
motto  be,  "Never  be  doing  nothing !" 

Spend  your  leisure  in  athletics, 
worth-while  games,  wholesome  rec- 
reation, beneficial  reading,  study, 
and  service.  Remember  that  "as  a 
man  thinketh  in  his  heart  so  is  he." 
Keep  your  mind  on  a  high  plane, 
and  your  walk  will  be  on  a  high 
plane. 

Have  confidence.  Know  you  can, 
and  don't  let  anyone  tell  you  that 
you  are  going  to  fail  in  doing  the 
thing  that  you  ought  to  do  and  can 
do.  "Where  there's  a  will  there's  a 
way." 

Every  task  done  to  the  best  of 
your  ability,  whether  it  is  digging 
a  ditch,  sweeping  a  floor,  cleaning 
a  gun,  drawing  a  map  or  driving 
a  truck,  will  make  you  stronger  of 
mind  and  of  heart  to  do  the  tasks 
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of  tomorrow.  Every  temptation  pointed  to  be  the  Leader  and  Corn- 
overcome  will  make  you  stronger  mander  of  all  men.  By  studying  and 
of  will  to  overcome  the  next.  Every  following  the  Master,  by  spending 
lesson  you  master,  every  good  book  much  time  in  prayer  and  the  study 
you  read,  every  heroic  example  of  of  God's  Word,  and  neglecting  not 
great  and  good  men  with  which  you  the  Lord's  work,  by  giving  him  the 
become  familiar,  every  prayer,  supreme  place  in  your  mind  and 
every  faithful  service  rendered,  will  heart  as  ideal  and  Saviour,  your 
strengthen  your  moral  fiber  as  food  further  development  of  character 
strengthens  the  physical  body.  will  be  sure. 

Of  all  helps   in   self-control  and  Walking  in  this,  the  better  way, 

every   phase   of   character-building,  you  will  be  both  a  good  soldier  of 

nothing  is  so  effectual  and  so  indis-  the  divine  Leader  and  a  best  soldier 

pensable   as    the   yielding   of   one's  of   country;    and  you  will  become 

spirit  to  the  will  of  God,  thus  ac-  more   and  more  like  the  man  you 

cepting    as    Teacher,    Example    and  want  to  be,  ought  to  be,  and  whom 

Saviour    him    whom    God    has    ap-  it  is  your  higher  privilege  to  become. 

EXCERPTS   FROM  A  LECTURE  BY  THE  U.   S.   PUBLIC   HEALTH   SERVICE 

1f  Fitness,  physical  and  mental,  is  a  key  to  the  proper  use  and  control  of 
the  sex  impulse.  Vigorous  recreation,  hard  work,  wholesome  companion- 
ships are  the  preventives  of  extreme  temptations.  .  .  .  Especially  neces- 
sary in  the  fight  for  self-control  is  the  avoidance  of  alcoholic  liquor  which 
breaks  down  the  high  centers  of  mental  control.  There  should  be  an 
abundance  of  outdoor  sports,  gymnasium  work,  where  possible,  and 
swimming. 

If  The  second  means  of  self-control  is  mental.  Wholesome  occupation, 
whether  it  be  one's  principal  daily  work  or  a  favorite  hobby,  should  be 
entered  into  with  the  whole  mind.  This  leaves  little  time  for  smut  and 
vice.  The  third  powerful  help  to  self-control  is  friendly  associations, 
especially  with  women  of  high  character,  women  who  respect  themselves 
and  their  work. 

If  Those  who  give  up  by  saying  that  "human  nature  is  human  nature  and 
nothing  can  curb  it"  are  ignorant  of  the  struggle  of  man  throughout  the 
ages  in  almost  every  line  to  curb  "human  nature"  by  self-control.  The 
impulse  is  normal  and  natural.  .  .  .  Fire  is  a  great  blessing  to  mankind. 
By  means  of  it,  machinery  is  made  to  perform  gigantic  tasks.  It  warms 
our  houses  and  cooks  our  food.  The  warmth  and  glow  of  a  campfire 
is  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  campers.  When  fire  is  controlled  it  is 
a  valuable  aid  to  man.    But  when  it  gets  beyond  control  it  causes  ruin. 


By     IVAN     M.GOULD 


{{FJULL  speed  ahead."  That  is  the 
JP  command  to  the  League.  In  the 
last  issue  of  The  Link  we  spoke  of  the 
League  being  "Designed,"  "Launched" 
and  "Steaming  into  Action."  And  action 
it  is.  Letters  from  chaplains  by  the 
hundreds — from  North  Africa,  from 
Alaska,  from  the  tropics,  from  "some- 
where overseas"  and  from  the  many 
camps  and  posts  in  the  good  old  U.S.A. 
How  is  that  for  a  venture  of  faith! 
For  that  is  exactly  what  the  Service 
Men's  Christian  League  is. 

We  believed  that  chaplains  would  wel- 
come an  organization,  designed  espe- 
cially for  their  use,  which  would  rep- 
resent a  united  endeavor  of  Protestant 
churches.  We  believed  that  service  men 
in  both  the  Army  and  Navy  would 
rally  to  support  a  Christian  League  that 


HOW  GOES  THE  LEAGUE? 


...  A  communique  from 
the   General    Secretary 


united  men  of  all  denominations  into 
one  brotherhood.  That  venture  of  faith 
is  now  a  reality.  The  news  of  the  Serv- 
ice Men's  Christian  League  is  spread- 
ing like  wild  fire. 

The  Link  has  been  enthusiastically 
received,  and  continues  to  gain  friends. 
The  original  order  for  the  first  issue 
was  multiplied  ten  times  before  it 
finally  came  from  the  printers — and  we 
should  have  ordered  more.  On  behalf  of 
the  National  Council  of  the  Service 
Men's  Christian  League,  I  want  to 
thank  the  many  friends  of  the  League 
who  have  written  to  us  and  are  now 
using  our  publications. 

•  Listen  to  some  of  the  letters  we  have 
received   at   the   League   headquarters : 

"The  Service  Men's  Christian  League  is  an 
answer  to  my  prayers.  It  is  the  one  idea  I 
have  seen  promoted  in  over  fifty  years  which 
has  the  earmarks  of  adequacy.  I  am  100  per 
cent  for  it,  with  a  fervent  prayer  that  it  may 
mean  the  consolidation  of  all  Protestant  efforts 
in  America  in  the  near  future." 

"I  am  a  Southern  Baptist,  but  I  find  in 
serving  men  in  my  units  I  must  be  very 
nearly  'all  things  to  all  men.'  We  have  had 
very  good  success  in  personal  work  among 
the  men — many  have  rededicated  their  lives 
to  Christ;  fifty-one  conversions  in  the  past 
two  and  one-half  months,  and  men  coming  to 
chapel  who  have  not  been  in  church  in  years." 

"This  is  just  a  note  from  our  steaming 
tropics  to  thank  you  for  the  part  you  may 
have  had  in  forming  the  National  Council  cf 
the  Service  Men's  Christian  League.  I  happen 
to  be  a  United  Presbyterian,  but  I  have  been 
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in  the  Chaplains  Corps  for  over  eighteen 
months  and  I  have  seen  the  need  from  ex- 
perience for  just  such  a   League." 

"We  have  felt  keenly  the  need  of  a  united 
Protestant  movement,  especially  for  service 
men.  The  chaplains  of  this  post  will,  I  assure 
you,  do  their  best  to  create  and  carry  on  vital 
League  units." 

•  Well,  we  could  continue  for  page 
after  page.  We  welcome  comments  such 
as  these.  It  does  our  hearts  good.  Keep 
them  coming.  But  we  also  want  to  hear 
your  criticism.  We  know  the  plans  for 
the  League  are  not  perfect,  and  you  can 
help  us  correct  them.  The  League  be- 
longs to  you! 

For  instance,  one  of  the  comments  we 
received  after  we  had  distributed  a  few 
copies  of  the  handbook  was  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"I  hope  you  will  feel  that  I  am  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  your  effort  that  has  so  worthy 
an  objective.  However,  my  feeling  is  that  I 
would  be  so  busy  in  conducting  divine  serv- 
ices, personal  conferences,  carrying  on  instruc- 
tion with  individuals  and  personal  work,  that 
I  doubt  I  would  have  much  time  or  thought  to 
give  to  leading  a  League  branch." 

This  is  the  kind  of  comment  we  are 
glad  to  receive.  It  enables  us  to  clear 
up  a  misunderstanding.  The  Service 
Men's  Christian  League  is  not  depend- 
ent upon  local  organization.  It  is  val- 
uable to  form  a  unit  whenever  possible, 
but  we  recognize  that  that  is  not  always 
feasible.  The  League  is  flexible.  It  is 
a  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  chaplain. 
It  must  be  adapted  to  fit  different  situ- 
ations. 

The  chief  purposes  of  the  League  are 
(1)  to  unite  Christian  men  in  a  fellow- 
ship which  will  deepen  their  religious 
faith  and  so  sustain  them  through  ad- 
versity and  hardship,  (2)  to  increase 
a  man's  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and 
Christian  teaching  through  study  and 
discussion,  (3)  to  provide  an  organiza- 
tion for  service  men  which  is  primarily 


religious,  so  that  in  joining  it  a  sol- 
dier or  sailor  may  profess  his  belief 
and  loyalty  to  Christ  before  all  men, 
and  (4)  to  establish  a  League  which  is 
the  outreach  of  the  youth  and  adult 
programs  of  the  churches  of  America, 
and  which  will  be  recognized  in  all 
branches  of  the  armed  services. 

All  these  purposes  can  be  achieved 
without  the  organization  of  local  units. 
The  most  important  part  of  the  League 
is  the  program  that  is  provided.  A  serv- 
ice man  should  sign  a  covenant  card, 
receive  a  membership  card  (whether  he 
joins  a  local  unit  or  not),  carry  the 
card  with  him,  and  use  "Bible  Bits"  and 
"Topic  Talks"  as  printed  in  The  Link 
every  month. 

We  believe  the  organization  of  local 
units  will  help  stimulate  religious  ac- 
tivity. In  framing  our  unit  setup  we 
have  followed  the  pattern  of  a  youth, 
adult,  student  or  Christian  Endeavor 
unit  in  a  local  church  or  on  a  campus. 
Just  as  ministers  desire  such  organiza- 
tions in  their  churches,  chaplains  will 
want  to  have  the  League  in  the  service. 
The  League  is  essentially  a  fellowship 
of  Christian  men. 

•  The  first  unit  of  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League  was  organized  De- 
cember 10,  1942,  by  a  group  of  sailors 
at  the  U.  S.  Naval  Training  Station, 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Chaplain  John  D.  Wolf, 
U.S.N.R.  He  wrote  about  the  meeting 
as  follows : 

"Within  the  past  week  two  men  came  to 
my  office  inquiring  if  there  were  any  groups 
similar  to  the  Christian  Endeavor  or  Metho- 
dist Youth  Fellowship  upon  the  station.  I 
told  them  that,  if  six  or  more  names  could  be 
procured  for  such  a  group,  I  would  be  glad 
to  find  a  time  and  place  for  them  to  meet. 
Last  night  we  held  our  first  meeting  with 
ten    men    present,    representing    five    denomi- 
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nations.  These  men  need  a  fellowship  that 
their  Protestant  faith  should  offer  them.  The 
League  seems  to  fill  their  need  perfectly,  and 
they  accepted  the  idea  with  open  arms.  Per- 
haps this  is  the  first  such  group  to  organize." 

It  was.  And  with  it  the  S.M.C.L. 
was  on  its  way. 

Another  chaplain  writes  that  he  is 
doubtful  if  he  can  claim  the  establish- 
ment of  a  League  unit,  because  at  the 
first  meeting  he  had  but  two  present 
and  the  second  meeting  only  eleven.  If 
"misery  loves  company"  that  should  en- 
courage some  of  you  who  think  you  do 
not  have  enough  men  at  any  one  place 
for  a  League  unit.  Size  should  not  be 
the  important  factor,  although  all  of  us 
want  to  reach  as  many  men  as  possible. 
"Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  to- 
gether in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the 
midst  of  them."  That  is  the  best  nucleus 
for  a  League  unit. 


One  of  the  most  encouraging  letters 
to  date  comes  from  Lieut.  Col.  F.  C. 
Reynolds,  the  Post  Chaplain  at  Fort 
Meade.    He  writes: 

"Last  night  we  had  a  meeting  of  nine  chap- 
lains including  a  division  Protestant  chaplain 
of  the  76th  Division  and  a  number  of  en- 
listed men.  As  a  result,  we  decided  to  form 
fourteen  different  Service  Men's  Christian 
League  units  in  different  organizations  here. 
We  are  planning  to  have  a  Post  Council  of 
the  Service  Men's  Christian  League  to  be 
composed  of  three  representatives  from  each 
of  the  units." 

Can  any  other  chaplain  duplicate  or 
surpass  this  record? 

So  the  Christian  League  steams  ahead. 
We  are  under  full  power.  We  have 
overcome  our  initial  obstacles.  We  are 
ready  for  whatever  lies  ahead.  We  do 
not  expect  the  seas  always  to  be 
smooth,  but  with  your  help  we  can  go 
forward.    Full  speed  ahead ! 


<^>etvice  yvle,vi  &  <=zycivotde   tf-ri. 


wina 


•  According  to  the  Religious  Digest,  the  "Old  Rugged  Cross"  was 
chosen  their  favorite  hymn  by  the  men  of  Fort  Bragg,  N.  C,  and  Camp 
Robinson,  Ark.,  in  a  recent  poll.  But  in  eight  other  camps  surveyed  a 
different  hymn  won  the  "favorite"  vote  each  time.  Favorite  hymns  se- 
lected by  the  soldiers  in  the  ten  camps  were : 

"The  Old  Rugged  Cross" — Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina. 
"Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer" — Fort  Knox,  Kentucky. 
"When  the  Roll  Is  Called  Up  Yonder" — Fort  Jackson,  South  Caro- 
lina. 
"In  the  Sweet  Bye  and  Bye" — Indianatown  Gap,  Pennsylvania. 
"Day  Is  Dying  in  the  West" — Camp  Lee,  Virginia. 
"Rock  of  Ages" — Fort  Warren,  Wyoming. 
"Holy,  Holy,  Holy" — Max  field  Field,  Alabama. 
"Abide  with  Me" — Camp  Shelby,  Mississippi. 
"The  Old  Rugged  Cross" — Camp  Roberts,  California. 
"Onward,  Christian  Soldiers" — Camp  Robinson,  Arkansas. 

How  does  the  above  list  tally  with  the  favorite  hymns  at  your  camp 
or  naval  base?   Take  a  poll  and  find  out! 


Editor's  Note  :  As  we  announced  in 
last  month's  issue,  we  are  reserving 
these  center  pages — and  as  many 
others  as  necessary — for  the  free  and 
untrammeled  expression  of  opinion. 
We  hope  you  soldiers  and  sailors  and 
marines  will  step  up  and  speak  your 
piece  about  anything  currently  on  your 
hearts.  Let  us  have  your  letters — but 
keep  them  brief  and  keep  them  snappy! 

Perhaps  we  should  explain  our 
change  of  heading  for  this  feature. 
We  announced  last  month  it  would  be 
called  "The  Soapbox" — but  somebody 
reminded  us  that  that  title  was  already 
in  use  elsewhere.  So,  striving  ever  to 
be  original,  we  ditched  it  in  favor  of 
the  above. 

Most  of  our  mail  this  month  is  from 
chaplains,  service  men  and  others  who 
comment  either  upon  the  League  or 
The  Link — or  both.  With  due  modesty 
we  give  you  some  of  our  "reader 
reaction" : 

"We  have  received  your  first  edition 
of  The  Link  and  after  reading  it 
through  we  feel  that  it  will  serve  a 
very  real  purpose  in  stimulating  the  re- 
ligious life  of  the  men  in  the  armed 
forces." — Chaplain  W.  H.  Hermitage, 
Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

"I  have  just  received  50  copies  of  The 
Link  which  I  shall  distribute  to  the 
men  here  in  service.  Thank  you  so 
much  for  your  kindness  in  sending  this 
good  booklet  to  be  given  to  our  sol- 
diers. I  know  that  each  man  who  reads 
it  will  get  a  blessing  from  it." — Chap- 
lain S.  L.  Cole,  Keesler  Field,  Miss. 

"I  want  to  unreservedly  commend  you 
on  the  first  issue  of  The  Link  publi- 
cation for  the  Service  Men's  Christian 
League.  You  have  indeed  set  a  high 
standard  for  yourself  and  your  staff  if 
you  continue  the  high  quality  of  The 
Link.  I  have  read  this  first  issue 
through  from  cover  to  cover.    It  is  one 


A  department  devoted  to 
the  principle  that  every 
man  should  have  his  "sav" 


of  the  finest  Christian  period- 
icals that  I  have  ever  read. 
"We  have  just  recently  organ- 
ized a  League  unit  in  my  area 
of  this  camp.  The  men  are 
responding  with  geuine  enthu- 
siasm. We  have  a  membership  of  40  active 
members.  It  has  given  us  new  zeal  and 
zest.  ...  I  would  like  to  see  such  an 
organization  continue  after  the  war.  It 
has  unlimited  Christian  possibilities  among 
Protestant  men.  May  God  guide  and  give 
you  and  your  staff  wisdom  and  inspiration 
as  you  plan  further  issues !" — Chaplain  R. 
E.  Young,  Camp  Campbell,  Ky. 

"The  Link  has  been  received,  I  congrat- 
ulate you  on  this  most  excellent  publica- 
tion. I  think  it  is  exactly  what  is  needed." 
— Chaplain  W.  N.  Thomas,  Naval  Acad- 
emy, Annapolis,  Md. 

"We  received  recently  24  copies  of  The 
Link,  for  which  we  are  profoundly  grate- 
ful. We  have  a  Sunday  school  class  at  our 
chapel,  and  it  is  certain  we  shall  find  this 
publication  to  be  invaluable  in  content  and 
style."  —  Chaplain  Joseph  S.  Johnson, 
Camp  Maxey,  Texas. 

"Extending  to  military  personnel  the  op- 
portunity for  participation  in  public  wor- 
ship is  an  obligation  accepted  with  enthu- 
siasm by  commanding  officers  of  all  units 
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HERE!" 


Step  up,  Mr.  Service  Man, 
and  express  yourself  —  on 
any  subject  bothering  you! 


in  the  Armed  Forces.  As  an 
enlisted  man,  I  was  given  the 
privilege  of  participating  in 
many  chapel  services  and  felt 
greatly  compensated  for  the 
contacts  I  had  with  our  fine 
:haplains  and  their  assistants.  I  have 
iound  the  most  striking  characteristics  of 
\rmy  chapel  work  to  be  its  intimacy :  rela- 
tively small  numbers  of  men  (compared 
with  the  average  civilian  church  congre- 
gation), meeting  for  communion  and  wor- 
ship, learning  to  know  each  other  and 
their  God.  It  will  make  a  better  Army 
and  a  better  nation  after  the  war  is  won." 
—Lieut.  Sherwood  Smith,  Phila.,  Pa. 

"We  have  received  the  initial  publication 
of  The  Link  and  sincerely  congratulate 
you  upon  it.  Undoubtedly  the  League  will 
be  one  of  the  most  effective  religious 
organizations  to  come  out  of  this  world 
conflict." — Chaplain  Glenn  J.  Wither- 
spoon,  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo. 

"I  am  confident  you  have  selected  the 
proper  name  for  our  magazine,  The  Link. 
It  has  been  truthfully  said,  'A  chain  is  no 
stronger  than  its  weakest  link,'  and  this 
new  magazine  gives  every  indication  of 
being  strong  enough  to  bind  together  the 
Christian-thinking  youth  of  our  armed 
forces  in  a  fellowship  that  is  bound  to 
prove  profitable  and  a  blessing  to  all." 
—Private  John  G.  Jensen. 


"In  view  of  the  growing  success  of 
the  young  adult  movement  in  civilian 
life — a  movement  that  was  actually  de- 
manded by  the  young  people  themselves 
in  many  cases — there  should  surely  be 
a  fine  opportunity  for  a  like  organiza- 
tion, such  as  the  Service  Men's  Chris- 
tian League,  in  the  Service. 

"Further,  I  think  the  need  is  far 
greater  here  than  in  civilian  life,  for 
the  greatest  disaster  of  this  war  is  apt 
not  to  be  those  killed  and  wounded,  but 
a  general  lowering  of  our  moral  tone 
and  a  weakening  of  our  spiritual 
strength.  Let's  put  everything  we  have 
into  S.M.C.L.  and  see  that  this  doesn't 
happen !" — Private  Rosco  Anderson, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"Twelve  copies  of  The  Link  have 
just  reached  my  office.  I  want  to  ac- 
knowledge receipt  of  them  and  also 
express  my  appreciation.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  establish  a  League  unit  in  the 
348th  Fighter  Group.  I  find  it  very  sat- 
isfactory."— Chaplain  Wilbur  J.  Mc- 
Daniel,  Green  Field,  R.  I. 

"I  received  my  supply  of  The  Link 
and  like  it  fine.  I  am  passing  it  out  to 
some  men  here  in  the  camp  whom  I 
think  are  key  men,  and  hope  to  start 
soon  on  my  League  organization." — 
Chaplain  Floyd  V.  Brower,  Proving 
Ground,  III. 

"I  work  in  the  division  chaplain's 
office  as  clerk  and  assistant.  Today  we 
received  The  Link.  I  started  it  and 
I  found  out  that  I  couldn't  stop  until 
I  had  finished  it !" — Sgt.  Earl  W.  Red- 
mond, North  Camp  Polk,  La. 

"The  magazine  is  attractive  in  design 
and  vital  in  content.  You  have  set  a 
high  standard  for  future  issues!" — 
Chaplain  Earl  C.  Whitsitt,  Second 
Army  H.Q.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
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Beginning  a  series- 
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ave  i\it&wn, 


AN  old  ''regular  chaplain"  salutes 
the  Service  Men's  Christian 
League  of  1943.  Through  the  pages 
of  The  Link,  he  seeks  to  clasp 
hands,  spiritually  speaking,  with  all 
the  readers  of  these  columns. 

Will  you  forgive  me  if,  as  old 
soldiers  are  prone  to  do,  I  tell  you 
of  other  days  as  I  chat  this  brief 
while  with  you?  How  I  wish  I  could 
be  with  you  in  your  chapel  or  bar- 
racks or  tent,  or  on  the  march, 
or  in  your  Service  Men's  Christian 
League  meeting.  Since  I  cannot  do 
that,  may  I  not  tell  you  something 
about  some  of  your  predecessors  in 
the  service  of  your  country — some 
of  the  Christian  soldiers  I  have 
known   and   with   whom   I    served? 

The  first  man  I  shall  mention 
is  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
officers  in  the  war  of  1917.  When 
I  first  learned  to  know  him  per- 
sonally, he  was  a  division  com- 
mander, in  command  of  the  divi- 
sion of  which  the  regiment  I  was 
then  serving  was  a  part.  Later  he 
became  the  head  of  the  Army  War 
College. 

I  heard  this  brilliant  leader  again 
and  again  urge  his  officers  to  ful- 
fill their  religious  obligations.  He 
assigned  two  of  his  chaplains  to  co- 


•  Chaplain  G.  F.  Rixey,  who  writes  out  of  an 
experience  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury devoted  to  the  chaplaincy,  is  Deputy  Chief 
of  Chaplains,  U.S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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operate  in  a  state-wide  effort  to 
organize  and  promote  what  was 
then  called  the  Church  World  Wide 
Movement.  When  chapels  were 
fewer  in  the  army  than  now,  he 
assigned  a  building  to  be  used  ex- 
clusively as  a  chapel. 

As  further  evidence  of  his  belief 
in  and  reliance  upon  God  take  this 
incident  that  was  related  to  me  by 
another  regular  army  chaplain, 
who  served  under  him  while  in 
France.  "One  morning,  when  there 
was  every  indication  that  the  Ger- 
mans at  any  moment  would  take 
Paris,  the  officers  in  his  headquar- 
ters, assembled  for  breakfast,  were 
waiting  for  the  general  to  appear. 
He  came  in,  strode  to  his  place  at 
the  head  of  the  table,  and  as  they 
were  waiting  to  be  seated,  he  said: 
'Gentlemen,  I  hope  that  you  all  be- 
lieve in  the  efficacy  of  prayer.  If 
so,  I  strongly  urge  you  to  pray  earn- 
estly for  God's  help.  Only  God  him- 
self can  save  us.' " 

Another  who  in  my  opinion  is 
worthy  of  the  title  "Christian  Sol- 
dier"  is   now   holding   one   of   the 
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highest  commands  in  our  present 
army.  He  was  a  post  commander 
when  I  first  knew  him.  In  his 
dealings  with  officers  and  soldiers 
alike,  he  was  always  fair,  consider- 
ate, yet  firm.  He  exercised  the 
highest  type  of  leadership  I  have 
ever  seen. 

The  most  vivid  recollection  I  have 
of  my  service  with  this  officer  is 
of  one  morning  in  a  crowded  post 
chapel  service,  when  he  presented  a 
copy  of  the  Holy  Bible  to  the 
company  commanders  and  to  the 
first  sergeants  of  each  organization 
under  his  command.  His  statement 
concerning  the  effectiveness  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  in  shaping  the 
characters  of  soldiers,  was  one  of 
the  finest  expositions  I  have  ever 
heard. 

This  man,  throughout  my  entire 
association  with  him,  revealed  those 
Christian  traits  of  character  and  be- 
liefs which,  to  say  the  least,  have 
never  proved  to  be  a  handicap  in  his 

military  career. 

*     *     * 

Another  man  of  whom  I  am 
thinking  was  a  first  sergeant,  and 
is  now  retired.  For  four  years,  the 
machine-gun  company  of  which  this 
soldier  was  the  "top  kick"  won  the 
church-attendance  cup  in  a  Church 
Attendance  Contest.  His  company 
was  one  of  the  finest  I  have  seen 
in  the  service.  (It  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  serve  with  three 
of  the  most  highly  rated  infantry 
regiments  in  the  United  States.) 

This  first  sergeant  was  every  inch 
a  soldier.  He  did  not  go  to  church 
as  frequently  as  some  others  I  have 
known,  but  in  every  position  he 
took,  one  found  that  it  was  what  a 


Christian  man  would  do  and  be. 
He  married  late  in  his  service.  He 
had  four  children.  To  these  he  was 
a  devoted  and  protecting  father,  in- 
tensely interested  in  having  them 
attend  Sunday  school  and  in  teach- 
ing them  Christian  ideals  and  prin- 
ciples in  the  home. 


I  know  another  first  sergeant,  a 
man  with  a  strong  and  winsome 
personality.  He  served  as  an  officer 
in  the  first  World  War.  Previously 
he  had  had  an  enlistment  in  the 
Marines.  He  was  an  ordained  min- 
ister. He  had  the  respect  and  the 
confidence  of  all  the  men  in  his 
company.  He  was  a  thorough  Bible 
student,  and  used  much  of  his  spare 
time  in  church  activities. 

These  two  sergeants  demonstrated 
what  some  soldiers  may  believe  to 
be  impossible :  a  good  first  sergeant 
can  be  a  good  Christian. 

Another  outstanding  Christian  sol- 
dier I  know  is  a  master  sergeant.  In 
his  early  life  he  had  been  trained  as 
a  lay  brother  in  a  certain  religious 
order.  He  felt  the  call  of  the  Army 
and  enlisted.  This,  of  course,  termi- 
nated his  connection  with  his  order. 
However,  he  did  not  hide  his  beliefs 
or  fail  to  fulfill  his  religious  obliga- 
tions. 

He  and  his  wife  were  always  in 
the  chaplain's  service,  assisting  him 
in  every  possible  way.  More  than 
one  person  in  trouble  came  to  him 
for  advice  and  consolation.  His  home 
was  a  haven  and  refuge  for  those  in 
distress. 

This  man  was  for  years  on  the 
verge  of  discharge  because  of  dis- 
ability, yet  he  carried  on,  doing  his 
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work  with  the  maximum  of  effi- 
ciency and  cheerfulness.  One  would 
never  have  known  that  he  had  this 
sword  of  Damocles  hanging  over  his 
head. 

While  a  soldier  he  was  a  First 
Lieutenant,  O.  R.  C.  His  disability 
prevented  him  in  this  emergency 
from  service  as  an  officer,  after  he 
had  spent  years  in  preparation.  But 
the  manner  in  which  he  carries  on 
in  spite  of  his  disability  and  disap- 
pointment is  worthy  of  the  highest 
traditions  of  our  Army,  as  well  as 

of  Christian  fortitude. 
*     *     * 

Now  just  one  more.  He  was  a 
private  first-class,  performing  duties 
as  an  orderly  and  janitor,  when  I 
last  saw  him.  Industrious,  frugal, 
abstemious,  he  discharged  all  duties 
assigned  to  him  willingly  and  well. 
He  used  to  talk  to  me  about  the 
Bible  and  its  teachings.  I  learned 
that  he  was  a  regular  attendant  at 
church  services  outside  the  post; 
that  officers  were  always  glad  when 
they  could  assign  duties  to  this  pri- 
vate, for  they  knew  that  such  tasks 
would  be  done  well. 

Imagine  my  pleasure  when  one 
week,  several  years  ago,  I  picked 
up  a  copy  of  Life,  and  on  the  cover 
I  saw  a  photo  with  this  caption, 
"The  Model  Soldier,  United  States 
Army."  It  was  the  picture  of  this 
private  I  am  telling  you  about.  Is 
it  not  significant  that  a  national 
journal,  seeking  through  all  the 
ranks  for  a  "model  soldier,"  should 
select  a  man  who  was  guided  in  his 
life  as  a  soldier  by  Christian  ideals, 
a  man  whose  conduct  at  all  times 
was  in  accordance  with  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Scriptures? 


These  men  I  have  mentioned  are, 
of  course,  not  all  the  excellent  sol- 
diers I  know;  neither  are  they  all 
the  Christian  soldiers  I  know.  I 
could  name  many  others  whose  serv- 
ice and  success  provide  indubitable 
evidence  that  Christian  beliefs  and 
Christian  conduct  are  great  aids  to 
any  man  interested  in  being  a  good 
and  successful  soldier.  I  have  never 
known  an  officer  to  be  cashiered  or 
a  soldier  to  be  court-martialed  for 
doing  the  things  which  a  true  Chris- 
tian should  do.  But  I  have  known 
many  to  whom  such  disgrace  has 
come — and  come  as  the  direct  result 
of  scoffing  at  religion  and  acting 
contrary  to  the  law  and  will  of  God. 

I  have  known  soldiers,  from  pri- 
vates to  generals,  for  twenty-five 
years.  Before  that  I  served  as  a 
pastor  of  churches  for  ten  years.  I 
am  most  truly  convinced  that  Chris- 
tian living  and  Christian  thinking 
are  as  helpful  to  soldiers  as  to  men 
in  other  professions.  I  believe  men, 
if  they  will,  can  serve  God  as  ac- 
ceptably in  the  Army  as  they  can  in 
civilian  life. 

I  can  assure  any  Christian  man 
coming  into  the  Army  that  he  be- 
comes a  comrade  in  arms  with  an 
illustrious  group  of  Christians,  past 
and  present.  George  Washington, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Robert  E.  Lee, 
Theodore  Roosevelt  and  myriads  of 
others  are  among  these  Christian 
soldiers  with  whom  you  now  march 
as  you  fight  for  God  and  country. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  With  this  article  by  Chap- 
lain Rixey,  we  inaugurate  a  series  of  fea- 
tures under  the  general  title,  "THE  MOST 
CHRISTIAN  SOLDIER  I  EVER  KNEW."  Both 
chaplains  and  service  men  are  invited 
to  submit  articles  on  this  subject.  Keep 
your  material  lively— —and  under  1,200  words! 
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"We  Are  with  You!" 

•  In  a  recent  message  addressed  "To  * 
our  church  members  in  all  branches  of 
our  nation's  service,"  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  Amer- 
ica gives  this  heartening  reassurance: 

"We,  the  official  representatives  of 
the  churches,  gathered  together  in  the 
Biennial  Meeting  of  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  Amer- 
ica, send  you  our  affectionate  greet- 
ings. 

"You  are  with  us  in  our  every 
thought,  word  and  deed.  We  are  with 
you  in  every  minute  of  your  lives  of 
service.  May  all  of  us  prove  worthy 
of  the  trust  we  share. 

"We  here  offer  our  corporate  prayer 
that  God's  blessing  and  the  abiding  fel- 
lowship of  his  Church  may  comfort, 
strengthen  and  sustain  you. 

"The  blessing  of  God  Almighty, 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,  be  with 
you  this  day  and  forevermore." 

Church  Resistance  Growing 

•  Let  no  man  think  that  Christianity- 
has  lost  its  ancient  readiness  to  suffer 
martyrdom  rather  than  surrender  to 
the  pagans  who  would  banish  it. 

From  many  sources  it  becomes  in- 
creasingly clear  that  church  opposition 
— and  very  effective  opposition  at  that — 
to  the  Nazi  ideology  is  sweeping  like 
a  prairie  fire  through  Europe.  Despite 
the  tight  lid  of  censorship,  news  of 
such  resistance  is  seeping  through  in 
heartening  quantity. 

In  Germany,  pastors  and  priests  still 
speak  out  against  Nazi  policies  despite 
the  threat  of  instant  retaliation.  The 
German  Roman  Catholic  bishops  have 


collectively  condemned  not  only  par- 
ticular abuses  in  Germany,  but  the  en- 
tire Nazi  system. 

Evidence  accumulates  that  Hitler  is 
bent  on  the  destruction  of  traditional 
Christianity  in  Germany.  The  effect 
of  this  blanket  assault  has  been  to  con- 
solidate all  religious  forces  in  at  least 
a  passive  resistance  to  National  Social- 
ist ideals. 

The  exact  extent  to  which  Protestant 
church  leaders  have  publicly  protested 
against  Nazi  persecutions  is  not  known, 
since  the  German  Evangelical  Church 
is  severely  handicapped  in  publicizing 
its  protests  to  the  world.  However, 
strong  opposition  activity  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
Evangelical  pastors  have  been  impris- 
oned by  the  Nazis.  In  recent  months, 
Bishop  Wurm  of  Wurttemberg  has  is- 
sued several  pastoral  letters  and  other 
protests  against  persecution.  The  most 
recent  was  an  open  letter  to  Minister  of 
Propaganda  Joseph  Goebbels,  condemn- 
ing the  anti- Christian  philosophy  of  the 
Nazis,  the  confiscation  of  church  prop- 
erty, and  the  suppression  of  the  reli- 
gious literature. 

There  is  undoubtedly  an  interfaith 
solidarity  in  Germany  today  never  be- 
fore witnessed.  Among  loyal  Christians 
of  all  faiths  the  persecution  of  the 
church  has  been  a  means  of  rallying 
support  to  the  cause  of  religion  gen- 
erally. 

Nazi  Claims  to  "Tolerance" 

•  That  the  Nazi  are  uneasy  over  the 
world-wide  attack  against  their  oppres- 
sion of  the  churches  and  their  anti- 
religious  ideology  is  evident  from  a 
recent  speech  made  at  Weimar  by  Al- 
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fred  Rosenberg,  philosopher  of  the  Nazi 
party,  in  which  he  denied  that  the  party 
plans  to  exterminate  all  religions  and 
declared  that  National  Socialism  stands 
for  "religious  tolerance." 

Coming  from  Germany's  number  one 
anti- Christian  theologian,  this  preten- 
sion of  tolerance  is  quite  novel.  Rosen- 
berg never  before  has  been  on  the  de- 
fensive so  far  as  Nazi  religious  policies 
are  concerned;  he  has  brazenly  advo- 
cated the  overthrow  of  Christianity  and 
its  substitution  by  a  "Germanic"  reli- 
gion without  Christ  or  Christian  moral- 
ity. 

Religious  books,  magazines  and  news- 
papers can  no  longer  be  published  in 
Germany  because  of  the  "shortage  of 
newsprint,"  but  plenty  of  paper  is  avail- 
able for  Nazi  books  and  pamphlets  at- 
tacking Christianity.  Bishop  Wurm,  of 
the  Evangelical  Church  of  Wurtten- 
berg,  recently  issued  an  open  letter  to 
Minister  of  Propaganda  Joseph  Goeb- 
bels  on  this  subject.  Up  till  now,  Swit- 
zerland was  the  only  neutral  country 
from  which  a  certain  amount  of  reli- 
gious literature  could  still  be  imported. 
Apparently  Swiss  literature  is  also  to 
be   banned. 

"A  Right  You  Don't  Exercise!" 

•  An  "open  letter"  has  been  ad- 
dressed by  the  ministers  of  the  city  to 
the  townspeople  of  Salem,  N.  H.,  which 
sets  a  new  tone  for  pastoral  letters. 
There  are  900  Protestants  in  the  town 
of  Salem,  say  the  clergy,  but  the  aver- 
age church  attendance  on  Sunday  morn- 
ings for  all  six  Protestant  churches 
never  goes  beyond  300. 

Possibly  there  are  100  people  who, 
because  of  illness  or  other  reasons,  can- 
not be  present.  "But  that  leaves  500 
Protestants  who  never  attend  church. 

"Millions  of  our  young  men  are  sac- 
rificing their  lives  to  give  you  the 
right  to  worship  as  you  choose.  Why 
should  they  die  when  500   Protestants 


in  the  town  of  Salem  do  not  choose  to 
worship?  Why  should  they  die  to  pre- 
serve a  right  which  we  do  not  choose 
to  exercise?" 

"Include  the  Prince  of  Peace!" 

•  Peacemakers  must  not  exclude 
Christ  when  planning  the  post-war 
world,  Dr.  Pieter  S.  Gerbrandy,  Dutch 
Prime  Minister,  declared  recently  at 
a  meeting  in  London. 

"If  Christ  is  again  left  outside  the 
deliberations  of  statesmen,  outside  the 
council  chambers  of  the  peace  confer- 
ence, it  is  doubtful  whether  the  King- 
dom of  the  Netherlands  or  the  British 
Empire  can  rise  again  out  of  trouble 
and  humiliation,"  he  said. 

The  problem  of  Europe  can  only  be 
solved,  the  Dutch  Minister  declared,  if 
statesmen  have  the  courage  to  bridge 
the  gap  between  ideals  and  the  reality 
of  making  sacrifices. 

"Our  political  and  economic  life 
yearns  for  Christianity,"  he  said.  "Never 
perhaps  in  history  has  Christianity  had 
an  opportunity  like  this." 

Japan  Interns  Missionaries 

•  In  a  move  toward  the  liquidation  of 
foreign  missionary  enterprises  in  oc- 
cupied countries  of  the  Far  East,  the 
Japanese  are  now  arresting  and  in- 
terning German  missionaries,  according 
to  recent  reports  from  Stockholm  re- 
ligious sources. 

This  news,  which  is  regarded  as  quite 
plausible  by  missionary  experts  here, 
indicates  that  the  Japanese  are  deter- 
mined to  destroy  all  western  religious 
influence  in  the  occupied  areas,  and  are 
making  no  exceptions.  It  is  not  likely 
that  the  internment  of  Germans  will 
cause  much  concern  to  Nazi  leaders. 
For  they,  like  the  Japanese,  do  not 
trust  churchmen. 

The  January  issue  of  the  Interna- 
tional Review  of  Missions  summarizes 
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the  fate  of  missions  in  the  Far  East  as 
follows:  The  great  majority  of  the 
foreign  missionaries  in  the  occupied 
areas,  as  well  as  in  Japan  itself,  have 
had  to  leave  their  posts.  Many  of  the 
small  number  who  remain  are  under 
arrest.  The  extensive  educational  work 
of  colleges  and  schools,  much  of  it  of 
a  high  quality,  has  been  taken  over  by 
the  Japanese  authorities. 

The  United  Nations  Information 
Office  in  New  York  has  revealed  that 
twenty-three  per  cent  of  Christian  medi- 
cal work  in  China  has  been  "inter- 
rupted," and  an  estimated  $1,500,000  of 
damage  caused  to  plants  and  equipment 
by  the  Japanese.  Many  mission  build- 
ings, churches  and  hospitals  were  also 
damaged  or  destroyed  in  China,  Manila 
and  other  war  areas.  While  this  de- 
struction is  believed  to  have  resulted 
from  indiscriminate  bombing,  rather 
than  from  deliberate  intent  to  wipe  out 
missions,  it  has  taken  a  great  toll  of 
missionary  property. 

Tough  on  Quislings 

•  In  what  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
incident  of  its  kind  in  Norway,  a  Quis- 
ling-appointed clergyman  has  been  de- 
nied entrance  to  his  church  and  pulpit. 
Asked  to  produce  evidence  of  "ex- 
emplary conduct,"  in  line  with  legal 
procedure,  the  appointee  was  unable  to 
comply.  It  was  established  that  the 
"clergyman"  had  a  police  record  and 
was  at  one  time  charged  with  embezzle- 
ment. 

Quisling-appointed  ministers  are  now 
designated  by  Norwegians  as  "Quis- 
ling-clergymen." Faced  with  empty 
churches  and  hostile  laity,  the  puppet 
clergymen  are  in  many  instances  re- 
sorting to  unusual  tactics. 

As  one  way  to  attract  churchgoers, 
a  Quisling-clergyman  demanded  that 
all  corpses  be  turned  over  to  him  for 
burial.  Churchgoers  refused  to  do  so. 
Instead,  they  enlisted  neighboring  pas- 


tors or  laymen  to  bury  dead  relatives. 
Finally,  the  Quislingist  called  in  the 
police  to  enforce  compliance  with  his 
demands. 

The  story  is  also  told  of  a  deeply 
religious  proprietress  of  a  ski  hotel  in 
Dombass  who  had  embroidered  an  altar 
cloth  for  the  use  of  her  church.  When 
a  Quisling-clergyman  appeared  on  the 
scene  following  the  dismissal  of  her 
own  pastor,  the  woman  promptly  re- 
covered her  gift — and  was  just  as 
promptly  arrested. 

On  another  occasion,  a  Quislingist 
became  enraged  at  the  size  of  a  collec- 
tion taken  up  in  one  of  the  churches 
served  by  a  loyal  clergyman.  The  po- 
lice were  called,  and  the  entire  con- 
tribution was  confiscated. 

World  Day  of  Prayer 

•The  World  Day  of  Prayer,  which 
since  1927  has  been  observed  on  the 
first  Friday  of  Lent,  will  fall  this  year 
on  March  12.  This  day  is  a  prayer 
observance  among  Christian  women  of 
all  denominations  throughout  the  world, 
similar  to  the  observance  by  the 
churches  of  the  Worldwide  Commun- 
ion Sunday  in  October.  "Father  I  Pray 
That  They  May  All  Be  One"  is  the 
theme  of  the  1943  prayer  program.  The 
United  Council  of  Church  Women  are 
sponsors  of  the  observance. 

Church  Editor  Joins  the  Marines 

•  Clifford  P.  Morehouse,  editor  of 
The  Living  Church,  national  Episcopal 
weekly,  has  been  inducted  into  the 
Marine  Corps,  with  the  commission  of 
first  lieutenant.  Early  in  February  he 
was  expected  to  go  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  where  it  was  said  he  probably 
would  assume  the  assistant  editorship 
of  The  Gazette,  official  Marine  Corps 
publication. 

Peter  Day,  managing  editor  of  The 
Living  Church,  will  be  acting  editor 
for  the  duration. 


Reading  Across 

1  "that   ye   do  not  your   .   .    .   before 
men"  Matt.  6 : 1 

5  "I  will  make  thy  windows  of  .  .  ." 
Isa.  54:12 

10  "Who  hath  .   .   .    ?   who  hath   sor- 

row"  Prov.  23 :  29 

11  ".  .  .  Daniel  purposed  in  his  heart" 

Dan.  1:8 

13  "wine    which    .    .    .    have   mingled" 

Prov.  9 :  5 

14  "and  while  they  .  .  .  drunken"  Neh. 

1:10 

15  "parted  his  garments,  casting  .  .  ." 

Matt.  27:35 

17  Father 

18  More  uncommon 

20  "I  shall  ...  thy  law"  Ps.  119:  34 
22  "they  are  all  .  .  .  sin"  Rom.  3 : 9 

24  "soweth   iniquity  shall  .   .   .   vanity" 

Prov.  22 : 8 

25  Noun  suffix 

26  Printers'  measure 

28  "I  have  drunk  .  .  .  wine  with"  Song 

of  Solomon  5  :  1 

29  "fear  not  them  which  kill  the  .  .  ." 

Matt.  10:28 

31  Guinea 

32  A  ridge  (Danish) 

35  ".   .   .   your  moderation  be   known" 

Phil.  4:5 

36  "he  that  loveth  wine  .  .  .  oil"  Prov. 

21:17 

37  "I   will  .   .  .  them  again  into  their 

land"  Jer.  16:15 

40  ".   .   .   is   good  neither  to  eat  flesh, 

nor  to  drink  wine"  Rom.  14 :  21 

41  "he  ...  a  glutton  and  a  drunkard" 

Deut.  21 :  20 


42  Prefix  signifying  not 

43  "as  an  .  .  .  whose  leaf  fadeth"  Isa. 

1:30 

46  ".  .  .  so  much  as  is  sufficient"  Prov. 
25:16 

48  "As  a  thorn  goeth  up  .  .  .  the  hand 
of  a  drunkard"  Prov.  26:9 

50  Left  end  (football) 

51  Document  for  payment 

53  "it  is  not  for  ...  to  drink  wine" 
Prov.  31 : 4 

55  "drunkard    and    the    glutton    shall 

come  .  .  .  poverty"  Prov.  23 :  21 

56  "put  all  things   in   .   .   .  under  his 

feet"  Heb.  2 :  8 

59  ".    .    .    they   drink,   and   forget   the 

law"  Prov.  31 :  5 

60  Insert  gaseous  element 

61  "if  he  shall  ask  an  ...   ,  will  he 

offer"  Luke  11:12 

Reading  Down 

1  Instrument  for  piercing  small  holes 

2  ".  .  .  not  thou  upon  the  wine"  Prov. 

23 :  31 

3  Rhythm 

4  "when   it   giveth   his   colour   in   the 

.  .  ."  Prov.  23 :  31 

6  "and  .  .  .  me  with  gladness"  Ps.  30: 

11 

7  "They  that  .  .  .  long  at  the  wine" 

Prov.  23:30 

8  "how  long  will  it  be  .  .  .  they  be- 

lieve me"  Num.  14: 11 

9  "it  biteth  like  a  .  .  ."  Prov.  23 :  32 
12  Greek  letter 

16  "if  any  man  ...  to  be  contentious" 

1  Cor.  11:16  (pi.) 
19  Ethereal 


Know  your  Bible  pretty  well,  do  yon,  Mr.  Service  Man?  All  right,  here's  yonr 
chance  to  prove  it  to  your  buddies.  Call  the  boys  in— if  you're  sure  of  your- 
self—and amaze  them  while  you  solve  it  before  their  very  eyes.  Of  course,  if 
you're  not  so  sure,  maybe  you'd  better  bone  over  this  one  first  in  private  for  a  while! 
For   the   correct   solution,   turn   to   page   56— but   don't  give  up   until  you've   really  tried. 
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21  "ye  .   .  .  tithe  of  mint  and  anise"      38  Entice  (var.) 


Matt.  23 :  23 

23  ".  .  .  not  drunk  with  wine"  Eph. 
5:18 

27  "every  .  .  .  that  striveth  for  the  mas- 
tery is  temperate"  1  Cor.  9 :  25 

30  "shall   be   drunken   with  their   .   .   . 

blood"  Isa.  49:26 

31  "better  is  it  to  .  .  .  wisdom"  Prov. 

16:16 
33  Entrance 


39  "they  that  ...  to  seek  mixed  wine" 
Prov.  23 :  30 

44  "loveth  God,  love  his  brother  .  .  ." 
1  John  4:21 

45  "Be  not  .  .  .  winebibbers"  Prov.  23 : 
20 

47  Projecting  part  of  a  building 

49  On  the  top  of 

52  About 

34  "stagger  like  a  .  .  .  man"  Job  12 :  25      54  "in  a  snare  upon  the  earth,   where 

35  "and  stingeth  ...  an  adder"  Prov.  no  •  •  •  is"  Amos  3 :  5 

23 :  32  57  "let   .    .   .   watch   and  be   sober"   1 

36  "That  the  .  .  .  men  be  sober,  grave,  Thess.  5 :  6 

temperate"  Tit.  2:2  58  Compass  point 

(Our  text  is  11,  13,  20,  22,  28,  29,  36,  37,  40,  48  and  56  combined) 
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Some  things  some  churches 
and  some  individuals  do 
for      the      men      in      service 


Services  "on  the  Record" 

•  For  some  time  now  service  men 
have  been  sending  home  greetings 
to  their  families  via  recordings.  Now 
it  seems  the  churches  are  returning 
the  compliment.  Three  of  them  in 
Durham,  Conn.,  according  to  The 
Protestant  Voice,  have  been  making 
recordings  of  their  Sunday  services  and 
dispatching  them  far  and  wide  to  mem- 
bers of  their  congregations. 

The  recordings  usually  open  with  a 
favorite  hymn  sung  by  the  congrega- 
tion and  include  prayers  for  protection 
and  guidance  for  the  men  in  service, 
a  special  message  from  a  church  spokes- 
man, and  greetings  from  members  of  the 
service  man's  own  family. 

His  Honor  Passes  the  Hat 

•  The  139  persons  arrested  in  Phila- 
delphia during  a  recent  week  end's 
gambling  and  liquor  raids  were  a  dis- 
consolate crew.  Magistrate  N.  Edwin 
Lindell  fined  some,  released  others.  But 
all  got  a  lecture  on  the  evils  of  playing 
around  with  John  Barleycorn  and  Lady 
Luck. 

However,  the  climax  of  his  lecture 
came  when  the  magistrate  leaned  over 
and  produced  a  collection  box.  "If  you 
can  afford  to  drink  on  Sunday,"  he  re- 
marked wryly,  "you  can  help  to  pro- 
vide comforts  for  the  fellows  who  are 
fighting  for  you.    Come  on,  giveY* 

The  day's  receipts  totaled  $100  for 
the  United  Service  Organizations. 
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"Pictures  from  Home"9 

•A  New  York  newspaper  started  the 
idea.  Now  it  has  been  adopted  by 
towns  and  communities  the  country 
over.  And  all  over  this  embattled  globe 
service  men  are  getting  both  "kick" 
and  comfort  out  of  it. 

Here's  the  way  it  works.  You  prob- 
ably possess  a  camera  of  some  sort, 
even  though  you  may  not  be  one  of 
these  "expert  amateurs"  who  habitually 
go  about  snapping  everything  in  sight. 
You  look  up  a  family  in  your  neigh- 
borhood whose  man  is  away  in  the  serv- 
ice, and  you  offer  to  make  snapshots 
the  family  can  include  in  their  next 
letter. 

When  you've  got  some  good  informal 
shots  of  the  family  itself,  the  family  pets 
or  garden  or  any  other  familiar  and 
beloved  person  or  place,  you  make  (or 
have  made)  prints  that  will  fit  into  a 
man's  wallet,  present  them  to  the  fam- 
ily, they  mail  them, — and  "Pictures  from 
Home"  are  on  their  way  to  give  a  thrill 
to  some  homesick  service  man. 

For  Men  Headed  Overseas 

•  Produced  jointly  by  the  Army  and 
Navy  Department  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  and 
The  Salvation  Army,  an  attractive  and 
compact  "Kit  of  Religious  Materials  for 
a  Protestant  Service  Man"  is  being 
distributed  by  the  USO  to  men  on  their 
way  overseas. 

The  materials  include  pocket-size 
books  of  devotional  readings,  stimulat- 
ing essays  on  the  technique  of  maintain- 
ing Christian  faith,  and  favorite  hymns. 

Also  in  the  packet  is  a  bright  little 
volume  entitled,  A  Spiritual  Almanac 
for  Service  Men.  Though  compact 
enough  for  a  soldier's  or  sailor's  pocket, 
it  has  150  pages  of  inspirational  selec- 
tions. The  almanac  is  published  by  the 
Christian  Commission  for  Camp  and 
Defense  Communities,  and  is  distributed 
through  denominational  book  stores  and 
publishing  houses. 
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T^yivlc  {fS^LLS  •  Under  this  heading  each  month  will 
appear  a  selection  of  brief  Bible  readings,  suitable  for 
either    group    or    individual    study.    Know    your    Bible! 


To  get  the  most  out  of  individual  study  of  material  suggested 
in  "Bible  Bits,"  use  your  Bible  to  look  up  all  references  given. 
When  "Bible  Bits"  are  employed  for  groups,  each  passage  should 
be  read  aloud,  after  which  the  questions  suggested  can  be  made 
the  basis  for  general  discussion.  It  is  more  important  to  find 
satisfactory  answers  to  a  few  questions  than  to  try  to  complete  all 
the  readings.  When  in  difficulty  with  answers,  consult  your  chaplain. 

"Bible  Bits"  are  developed  from  outlines  prepared 
by  the  Committee  on  Improved  Uniform  Lessons.  The 
outlines  are  copyrighted  by  the  International  Council 
of  religious  Education,   and  are   used  by  permission. 


.       """7       //        ***** 

J-QY)IC  J~&Ik£  •  Designed  to  furnish  groups  such 
as  S.M.C.L  units  with  discussion  materials,  a  "Topic 
Talk"  for  each  week  is  provided  on  the  following  pages. 

SUGGESTIONS  TO  THE  PROGRAM  COMMITTEE 


program 


well 


in 


Plan    your 
advance. 

Co-operate  with  your  chap- 
lain. 

Assign  responsibility  early  for 
various  parts  on  the  pro- 
gram. 

Use  the  topic  suggested,  but 
make  adaptations  in  keep- 
ing with  the  individual 
needs  of  your  group. 


The  following  outline  may 
suggest  a  procedure  for 
meetings : 

( 1 )  Informal  social  period ; 

(2)  group  singing;  (3) 
prayer  and  Scripture;  (4) 
introduction  of  the  topic 
by  the  chaplain  or  leader; 
(5)  forum  —  on  the  ques- 
tions;    (6)    group   singing. 


CREDIT  FOR  TOPIC  TALKS 
Topics  for  this  issue  are  adapted  from  Christian  Teach- 
ings for  Personal  Living,  by  John  Calvin  Slemp.    Copy- 
right, 1942.    Complete  copies  of  this  book  are  available 
at  The  Judson  Press,  Philadelphia,  Pa.    Price,  35  cents. 
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FOR         WEEK         ENDING         MARCH        7,        1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 
TO  DRINK  OR  NOT  TO  DRINK? 


Passages  for  General   Study:   1   Samuel 
30: 16,  17  ;   Isaiah  28: 1-4,  7  ;   Galatians  5: 

19-21 


KEY  VERSE:  "Strong  drink  shall  be  bitter  to  them  that  drink  it.1 


Isaiah 
24:9. 


•  Monday,  March  1.  1  Samuel 
30:16-20.  This  is  the  story  of 
David's  smashing  victory  over  a 
drunken  army  of  the  Amalekites. 
Alcohol  in  the  stomach  has  always 
proved  to  be  a  good  weapon — for 
the  enemy.  For  a  New  Testament 
passage,  see  Romans  13:11-14. 

•  Tuesday,  March  2.  Isaiah  28: 
1-4.  This  writer  of  long  ago  knew 
the  ugly  consequences  of  drunken- 
ness. In  1  Corinthians  6:9-11,  the 
New  Testament  writer  classified  the 
drunkard  in  pretty  low  company. 
What  other  types  of  persons  are  put 
into  the  same  list? 

•  Wednesday,  March  3.  Isaiah 
28:5-7.  This  is  not  a  pretty  picture, 
especially  if  verse  8  is  included. 
For  a  New  Testament  statement  see 
Ephesians  5:15-18. 

•  Thursday,  March  4.  Galatians 
5:19-23.  What  evils  are  here 
grouped  with  drunkenness?  What 
are  some  "fruits  of  the  Spirit"  or 
qualities  of  a  God-directed  life? 

•  Friday,  March  5.  1  Corinthians 
10:1-7.  Temptations  always  have 
confronted     people,     and     probably 
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they  always  will.  The  early  Chris- 
tians evidently  had  temptations  for 
which  they  needed  strength.  And 
when  Paul  wrote  to  them,  he  re- 
minded them  that  way  back  in  the 
time  of  Moses  there  were  tempta- 
tions to  be  faced.  Is  there  any  rea- 
son to  believe  that  temptations  can- 
not be  overcome? 


•  Saturday,  March  6.  Daniel  1 :  8, 
16-21.  This  is  the  story  of  Daniel's 
courage  in  refusing  the  food  and 
drink  that  violated  his  religious 
principles.  The  Apostle  Paul  went 
so  far  as  to  say  that  Christians 
should  be  considerate  of  the  con- 
science of  others.  Romans  14: 21-23. 

•  Sunday,  March  7.  Psalm  5:1-7. 
"For  thou  art  not  a  God  that  hath 
pleasure  in  wickedness :  neither 
shall  evil  dwell  with  thee."  Psalm 
5:4.  David,  in  this  psalm,  promises 
to  meet  God  in  prayer  every  morn- 
ing, for  he  realizes  his  need  of  look- 
ing upward  for  strength  to  face 
the  day's  happenings.  He  professes 
his  faith  in  God  to  guide  him  every 
step,  and  trusts  him  to  help  him 
overcome  temptations. 


FOR         WEEK         ENDING         MARCH        7,        1943 

Subject  for  discussion  by  group: 

THE  ONE  HOPE  OF  THE  WORLD 

Scripture  for  group  use:  Luke  2:  25-35 

•  Additional  Bible  Readings  for  Private  or  Group  Use 

The  Prophetic  Hope Isa.  9 : 1-7 

A  Vision  of  a  New  Era Isa.  11 : 1-9 

The  Meaning  of  the  Name  "Jesus" Matt.  1 :  21-23 

The  Birth  of  Jesus Luke  2 : 1-20 

The  Manifesto  of  Jesus Luke  4: 16-32 

The  Way  to  the  Father John  14: 1-9 

•  Questions  for  the  Forum  Discussion 

In  the  light  of  present-day  conditions,  what  evidences  can  you  give  in 
support  of  the  statement  that  Jesus  is  the  hope  of  the  world ? 

What  do  we  mean  by  saying  that  the  gospel  is  universal,  when  it  is 
practiced  by  so  few  people  and  in  such  limited  areas  of  the  earth's  surface  f 

If  we  really  beliewed  that  the  gospel  is  meant  for  all  men,  what  would  be 
the  effect  on  the  cause  of  evangelism  and  missions  both  at  home  and  abroad? 


•  Resource  Material 

When  Tennyson  was  dying,  some- 
one asked  him  if  there  was  anything 
he  wanted.  "Yes,"  he  answered 
faintly,  "a  new  vision  of  God." 

Is  that  not  what  all  men  lack? 
Do  not  men  everywhere  need  a  new 
vision  of  God?  It  was  so  of  the 
world  into  which  Jesus  came,  and  it 
holds  true  today.  The  Eastern  world 
of  two  thousand  years  ago  had  come 
to  the  end  of  its  own  resources. 
Wars  and  conquests  had  depleted  its 
treasuries  and  weakened  its  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  Its  institu- 
tions were  fast  breaking  down  and 


its  very  foundations  were  crumbling 
to  pieces.  Tired  and  weary  of  exist- 
ence, this  world  turned  in  near  des- 
peration to  the  coming  of  a  Deliv- 
erer, One  from  above,  to  lead  the 
nations  and  to  save  them  from  de- 
struction. In  Palestine  this  hope  cen- 
tered about  the  belief  in  the  coming 
of  a  Messiah,  a  Deliverer,  a 
Saviour,  who  would  redeem  Israel 
and  be  the  light  of  the  nations 
round  about.  The  people  believed 
that  God  himself  would  draw  near 
unto  them  and  would  yet  save  them 
from  their  evil  ways. 
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That  one  hope  of  men  is  realized 
in  Jesus — a  vision  of  God.  For  nine- 
teen centuries  that  vision  has  not 
been  dimmed.  Men's  eyes,  however, 
have  been  dimmed,  or  men  have  re- 
fused to  see. 

Although  men  persist  in  their  sins, 
yet  in  their  quieter,  saner  moments 
they  long  to  be  saved  from  them. 
This  is  true  especially  of  those  who 
have  followed  the  way  of  sin  too 
long.  They  seek  a  better  way  in 
the  hope  that  sound  bodies  and  ac- 
tive minds  and  pure  hearts  may  be 
theirs  once  more. 

This  hope  of  men  is  realized  in 
Jesus.  He  came  into  the  world  to 
save  his  people  from  their  sins.  Note 
the  plural,  "sins."  The  singular, 
"sin,"  may  mean  anything  or  noth- 
ing; it  is  an  abstraction  that  is 
hard  to  pin  down  or  to  single  out. 
But  the  plural,  "sins,"  means  ex- 
actly what  it  says,  and  everybody 
knows  what  that  is.  Jesus  saves 
people  from  "sin"  by  saving  them 
from  their  "sins."  It  would  be  an 
easy  salvation  if  we  could  be  saved 
from  the  sin  or  the  sins  of  another, 
whether  Adam  or  anyone  else;  but 
it  is  a  different  matter  to  be  saved, 

every  man  from  his  own  sins. 
*     *    * 

We  all  know  what  sins  we  need 
to  be  saved  from — dishonesty,  greed, 
selfishness,  ill-will,  hate,  unbrother- 
liness,  lust,  unchastity  —  we  know 
them  all.  We  know  too  that  we  are 
not  saved  from  the  abstraction  that 
we  call  "sin"  until  first  we  are 
saved  from  the  specific  evils  that  we 
call  our  "sins."  We  know  that  to 
be  saved  from  their  sins,  so  that 
they  may  have  new  and  abundant 
life,  is  the  supreme  need  of  all  men. 


Moreover,  if  only  we  could  get  be- 
neath the  surface  of  their  lives  we 
should  find  that  to  be  saved  from 
their  sins  is  really  their  supreme 
aspiration.  And  in  Jesus  alone  can 
this  need  and  this  aspiration  be 
realized. 


Nowhere  in  the  New  Testament 
do  we  find  a  more  sublime  expres- 
sion of  the  realization  that  in  Jesus 
lies  the  hope  of  nations  than  in 
Luke's  account  of  the  presentation 
of  the  child  Jesus  in  the  Temple 
(Luke  2:25-35).  Here  we  meet  the 
devout  and  aged  Simeon,  whose  hope 
in  an  age  of  spiritual  decadence  was 
sustained  in  "waiting  for  the  con- 
solation of  Israel."  An  earnest  be- 
liever in  Israel's  messianic  hope,  he 
had  waited  patiently  for  its  fulfill- 
ment. Indeed,  at  some  undetermined 
date  in  his  life  had  come  a  revela- 
tion that  he  should  not  die  until  he 
had   actually    seen    the    Christ. 

So,  when  his  eyes  fell  on  the  child 
Jesus,  who  was  being  presented  in 
the  Temple,  Simeon  saw  the  realiza- 
tion of  his  highest  hope.  Then,  tak- 
ing the  child  in  his  arms,  he  sang  a 
song  of  hope  for  all  nations,  begin- 
ning with  the  words,  "Lord,  now 
lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in 
peace,  according  to  thy  word:  for 
mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation, 
which  thou  hast  prepared  before  the 
face  of  all  people." 

Thus  the  world-wide  mission  of 
Israel's  Messiah  was  set  forth  in 
one  of  the  loftiest  visions  of  the 
Old  Testament.  That  vision  is 
Luke's  starting  point.  A  little  later 
Luke  shows  the  meaning  of  that 
message   for  the   social   life  of   his 


1943 


TOPIC   TALKS 


43 


own  day,  how  God's  love  knows  no 
barriers  of  race,  nationality,  or  so- 
cial custom.  He  pictures  Jesus,  not 
only  as  the  hope  of  the  Jew  and  the 
Gentile  in  the  large,  but  even  as  the 
friend  of  the  hated  tax-gatherer  and 
the  leprous  Samaritan. 

Jesus  knows  nothing  of  caste  or 
class  distinction  or  the  walls  of  ex- 
clusiveness  that  men  build  between 
themselves  and  their  fellow  men. 
He  belongs  to  no  race  or  nationality, 
to  no  system  of  culture  or  type  of 
civilization.  He  knows  no  barriers. 
He  recognizes  no  frontiers.  He  is 
the  universal  Christ,  the  hope  of  all 
nations. 

If  today  the  world  would  learn  of 
Jesus  and  follow  his  way  of  life, 
then  the  injustices  and  the  inequal- 
ities and  the  conflicts  that  exist  be- 
tween races  and  nationalities  and 
classes  would  be  no  more,  and  all 
kinds   of   men   would   learn   to   live 


together  as  brothers.  Wars  would 
come  to  an  end  and  we  should  have 
a  social  order  in  which  men  could 
live  in  the  bonds  of  peace. 

Indeed,  the  world  must  come  to 
the  principles  of  Jesus  as  the  only 
basis  for  co-operative  living  if  civil- 
ization continues  to  exist.  We  sim- 
ply cannot  go  on  indefinitely  living 
as   we   have  been   in   recent   years. 

When  will  the  nations  see  that 
our  only  hope  of  security  and  peace 
is  the  way  of  Jesus,  the  way  of  love 
and  forgiveness  and  brotherhood? 
When  will  they  see  the  light  and 
turn  to  it?  When  will  they  cease  to 
follow  the  way  of  materialism  and 
irreligion  and  learn  to  follow  the 
way  of  spiritual  life  and  righteous- 
ness ?  Until  the  living  Christ  is  en- 
throned in  the  hearts  of  men,  and 
his  principles  become  operative  in 
human  relationships,  there  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  security  or  peace. 


-PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT  ON  CHURCH-GOING- 


c^N  this  actual  world,  a  churchless  community  is  a  community  on 
the  rapid  down-grade. 

"Church  work  and  church  attendance  mean  the  cultivation  of  the  habit 
of  feeling  responsibility  for  others. 

"Yes,  I  know  all  the  excuses.  I  know  that  one  can  worship  the 
Creator  in  a  grove  of  trees,  or  by  a  running  brook,  or  in  a  man's  own 
house,  as  well  as  in  church.  But  I  also  know,  as  a  matter  of  cold  fact, 
that  the  average  man  does  not  thus  worship. 

"He  may  not  hear  a  good  sermon  at  church.  He  will  hear  a  sermon 
by  a  good  man  who,  with  his  wife,  is  engaged  all  of  the  week  in  making 
hard  lives  a  little  easier. 

"He  will  listen  to  and  take  part  in  reading  some  beautiful  passages 
from  the  Bible.  And,  if  he  is  not  familiar  with  the  Bible,  he  has  suffered 
a  loss. 

"He  will  take  part  in  the  singing  of  some  good  hymns. 

"He  will  meet  and  nod  or  speak  to  good,  quiet  neighbors.  He  will 
come  away  feeling  a  little  more  charitable  toward  all  the  world,  even 
toward  those  excessively  foolish  young  men  who  regard  church-going 
as  a  soft  performance. 

"I  advocate  a  man's  joining  in  church  work  for  the  sake  of  showing 
his  faith  by  his  works." 
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FOR        WEEK       ENDING        MARCH        14,        1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 

IT   HAPPENED    IN    AN    UPPER 

ROOM 


Passage  for  General  Study:  John  chs.  13 

and  14 

KEY  VERSE:  "Jesus  said  unto  him,  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the 

Life."   John  14:  6. 


•  Monday,  March  8.  John  13:1- 
11.  The  disciples  had  just  been 
quarreling  about  who  would  have 
the  highest  rank.  Dramatically, 
Jesus  performed  an  act  of  a  menial 
servant  to  impress  on  them  the  im- 
portance of  unselfish  service.  What 
less  effective  way  might  he  have 
used  to  teach  them? 

•  Tuesday,  March  9.  John  13:12- 
30.  Jesus  knew  full  well  that  Judas 
was  planning  to  sell  him  out  to  his 
enemies.  His  cool  courage  in  stand- 
ing by  his  duty  is  an  inspiration  to 
every  thoughtful  reader.  What 
would  have  been  the  result  if  he 
had  run  away  from  danger  ? 

•  Wednesday,  March  10.  John  13: 
31-38.  Verses  34  and  35  are  very 
near  to  the  heart  of  Christian  teach- 
ing. To  what  extent  has  that  com- 
mand been  obeyed?  What  would  be 
the  results  if  it  were  more  fully 
obeyed?  Can  there  ever  be  real 
peace  unless  it  is  put  more  effec- 
tively into  operation? 

•  Thursday,  March  11.  John  14: 
1-6.  Jesus  never  intended  that  his 
followers  should  think  that  life  in 
this  world  is  complete  in  itself.  How 
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did  he  say  each  of  us  could  be 
assured  of  a  life  hereafter?  How 
can  we  prepare  ourselves  now  for 
that  life  to  come? 

•  Friday,  March  12.  John  14:12- 
23.  The  name  of  Jesus  is  not  a 
magic  charm,  a  sort  of  Aladdin's 
lamp.  But  any  prayer  that  Jesus 
Christ  himself  could  and  would 
pray,  knowing  all  the  facts,  will  be 
answered!  What  are  some  prayers 
that  you  might  make  in  Christ's 
name? 

•  Saturday,  March  13.  John  14: 
26-31.  The  disciples  had  good  rea- 
son to  be  afraid  if  they  had  any 
idea  of  what  faced  them.  Yet  Jesus 
expected  them  not  to  be  fearful. 
How  and  why  should  the  Christian 
faith  give  poise  in  emergencies? 

•  Sunday,  March  14.  1  Corin- 
thians 11 :  23-26.  Here  we  are  ex- 
horted again  to  observe  a  precious 
and  meaningful  rite  established  by 
the  Lord  himself.  What  reasons  are 
given  in  these  verses  for  observing 
the  Lord's  Supper?  What  reasons 
do  you  have  for  wishing  to  ob- 
serve it? 
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FOR       WEEK       ENDING        MARCH        14,        1943 

Subject  for  discussion  by  group: 

WHO  GETS  YOUR  HIGHEST  LOYALTY? 

Scripture  for  group  use:  Phil.  3: 1-14;  2  Cor.  11 :  23-28 

•  Additional  Bible  Readings  for  Private  or  Group  Use 

The  Challenge  of  a  Difficult  Task Matt.  8: 19-20 

A  Call  to  Discipleship Matt.  19: 13-22 

Discipleship  under  Fire  Acts  5: 17-32 

The  Cost  of  Discipleship 2  Cor.  11 :  23-28 

Highest  Allegiance  to  Christ John  6:  66-69 

The  Rewards  of  Faithfulness 2  Tim.  4: 1-8 

•  Questions  for  the  Forum  Discussion 

Think  of  what  loyalty  to  Christ  has  meant  in  the  lives  of  persons  you 
have  known.  Do  you  know  of  any  who  have  suffered  hardships  for  Chrisfs 
sake?  If  so,  what  do  you  think  of  the  attitudes  they  have  taken  and  the 
sacrifices  they  have  made? 

What  does  loyalty  to  Christ  mean  to  you?  In  what  situations  today  could 
loyalty  to  Christ  mean  for  you  essentially  what  it  meant  for  the  persons 
mentioned  in  this  study? 

What  would  absolute  loyalty  to  Christ  on  the  part  of  church  members 
and  professing  Christians  do  for  the  total  Christian  cause  in  our  day? 
What  part  has  lack  of  loyalty — failure  to  take  Jesus  seriously — to  do  with 
present  world  conditions? 


•  Resource  Material 

The  challenge  of  Jesus  to  the 
youth  of  his  day  was  the  simple, 
direct,  meaningful  command,  "Fol- 
low me."  To  those  who  heard  him 
speak,  these  words  could  mean  only 
one  thing:  "You  know  the  kind  of 
life  I  am  talking  about.  Now,  if  this 
kind  of  life  appeals  to  you,  take 
up  your  cross  and  follow  me." 


So  Jesus  said  to  Simon  and  An- 
drew, young  fishermen  by  the  Sea 
of  Galilee,  "Follow  me,  and  I  will 
make  you  fishers  of  men"  (Matt. 
4:  19).  To  the  rich  young  man  who 
came  to  him  with  an  inquiry  about 
eternal  life,  Jesus  said,  "Go  and  sell 
that  thou  hast  .  .  .  and  come  and 
follow  me"  (Matt.  19:21).   And  to 
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Levi  (Matthew),  the  tax-gatherer, 
Jesus  said,  simply,  plainly,  "Follow 
me"   (Matt.  9:9;  Mark  2:14). 

To  each  of  these,  as  to  a  certain 
scribe  who  came  to  him,  saying, 
"Master,  I  will  follow  thee  whitherso- 
ever thou  goest,"  Jesus  must  have 
made  it  unmistakably  clear  that  "the 
foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of 
the  air  have  nests;  but  the  Son  of 
Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head" 
(Matt.  8:19-20).  Jesus'  way  was 
the  way  of  the  cross.   It  is  so  today. 

What  does  it  mean  for  you  to  fol- 
low Jesus?  It  may  mean  what  it 
meant  for  John  Bunyan,  the  non- 
conformist Baptist  preacher  who 
spent  twelve  years  in  the  Bedford 
jail  because  he  refused  to  attend  the 
services  of  the  Church  of  England 
and  to  give  up  preaching.  When 
the  officers  came  to  arrest  him,  Bun- 
yan had  his  Bible  in  hand,  ready  to 
begin  preaching.  His  wife  was  ill, 
and  there  were  four  small  children 
in  the  home.  The  youngest  child, 
his  little  blind  daughter,  was  espe- 
cially dear  to  him.  "Now,"  said 
Bunyan,  "she  must  suffer  hunger 
and  cold,  and  beg  and  be  beaten. 
Yet  I  must,  I  must  do  it!"  And 
so  to  prison  he  went  for  twelve  long 
years,  toward  the  end  of  which 
period  he  declared,  "If  you  let  me 
out  today,  I  will  preach  tomorrow." 
Little  wonder  that  a  man  like  that 
could  give  the  world,  next  to  the 
Bible,  its  most  popular  book,  The 
Pilgrim's  Progress,  written  in  the 
Bedford  jail. 

What  does  it  mean  for  you  to 
follow  Jesus?  It  may  mean  what  it 
meant  for  George  Fox,  Quaker  re- 
former of  the  seventeenth  century, 
who  was   arrested  or  haled  before 


courts  or  magistrates  no  fewer  than 
sixty  times  and  underwent  eight  im- 
prisonments. 

It  may  mean  what  it  meant 
for  Jonathan  Edwards,  the  great 
preacher  and  intellectual  figure  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  under  whose 
preaching  the  Great  Awakening  got 
its  impetus  in  America,  who  was 
dismissed  from  his  church  in  North- 
ampton largely  because  of  the  ac- 
cumulating resentment  over  his  in- 
sistence on  the  application  of 
Christian  principles  to  individual  and 
social  problems.  Taunted  with  hav- 
ing broken  with  the  ways  of  Solo- 
mon Stoddard,  his  grandfather,  Ed- 
wards reminded  his  critics  that  he 
"did  not  settle  here  as  a  minister 
of  Mr.  Stoddard,  but  of  Jesus 
Christ."    That  took  courage ! 


Perhaps  the  outstanding  example 
of  what  loyalty  to  Christ  means  is 
the  experience  of  the  apostle  Paul, 
which  he  describes  in  the  third  chap- 
ter of  his  Letter  to  the  Philippians. 
There  he  tells  us  plainly  that  he 
counted  all  things  loss  for  Christ, 
considered  them  as  worthless  refuse, 
and  that  his  one  interest  in  life  was 
to  gain  Christ. 

First  of  all,  there  were  his  fleshly 
or  hereditary  privileges,  all  of 
which  he  gladly  gave  up — his  Jew- 
ish heritage,  of  the  true  stock  of 
Israel,  not  a  proselyte;  his  place  in 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  which  had 
remained  loyal  to  Judah  when  the 
kingdom  was  disrupted;  his  rank  as 
a  genuine  Hebrew,  not  as  a  Greek- 
speaking  Jew. 

Then  there  were  the  privileges  of 
personal   choice,   which   counted   as 
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nothing  in  comparison  with  the  priv- 
ileges of  the  Christian  life — his 
membership  in  the  party  of  the 
Pharisees,  who  were  strict  in  ob- 
servance of  the  Mosaic  law ;  his  own 
zeal  in  persecuting  the  Christian 
Church,  the  horrible  memories  of 
which  still  haunt  him  as  he  writes; 
his  almost  perfect  record  in  meet- 
ing the  legal  requirements  of  the 
Jewish  faith. 

So  long  as  he  remained  loyal  to 
Judaism,  these  were  for  Paul  a  sig- 
nificant "gain,"  of  which  any  Jew 
might  well  be  proud.  But  when 
Christ  came  into  his  life,  all  these 
things  he  counted  "loss." 

Above  everything  else,  then,  more 
than  any  or  all  material  and  cul- 
tural considerations,  Paul  desired 
Christ  —  "the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my 
Lord."  The  knowledge  he  longed 
for  was  more  than  intellectual;  he 
desired  more  than  historical  data, 
more  than  facts  and  dates,  even 
more  than  an  understanding  of  ideas 
and  principles.  He  wanted  the  ex- 
perience   of    an    intimate,    personal, 

living  fellowship  with  his  Lord. 
*     *     * 

With  such  an  experience  the  man 
Paul  would  then  "be  found  in  him" 
— in  Christ,  so  that  he  would  no 
longer  have  to  depend  on  a  right- 
eousness self-attained  through  strict 
adherence  to  the  minutest  require- 
ments of  the  Mosaic  law,  but  a 
righteousness  which  comes  from 
God  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

If  we  are  not  loyal  to  Christ,  then 
to  whom  shall  we  be  loyal?  That 
very  question  Simon  Peter  faced 
more  than  nineteen  centuries  ago 
(John    6:66-69).     Unable    to   meet 


the  high  requirements  of  true  dis- 
cipleship,  many  of  Jesus'  followers 
were  turning  back.  The  way  of 
the  cross  might  do  for  others,  but 
not  for  them.  Seeing  this,  Jesus  put 
the  question  direct  to  the  Twelve. 
"Will  ye  also  go  away?"  To  this 
Peter  answered,  "Lord,  to  whom 
shall  we  go?  Thou  hast  the  words 
of  eternal  life." 

Simon  Peter,  you  are  not  the  only 
one  who  .has  pondered  that  question. 
Many  of  us  are  pondering  it  even 
today.  Indeed,  to  whom  shall  we  go 
for  the  words  of  eternal  life  that 
this  generation  so  sorely  needs? 

Alas,  many  are  turning  to  the 
ideologies  of  totalitarian  leaders, 
thinking  that  there  they  may  find  the 
words  of  life,  but  only  to  find  the 
words  of  destruction  and  death.  For 
the  method  of  the  dictator  is  the 
way  of  force,  material  power,  con- 
quest, war.  It  leads  to  devastation 
and  death,  not  to  realization  and 
life.    No,  Peter,  we  cannot  go  there. 

Many  others  are  turning  to  phi- 
losophies and  isms  of  one  kind  or 
another,  or  to  the  blank  despair  of 
atheism  and  unbelief — there  again 
not  to  find  the  words  of  life,  but 
only  the  words  of  defeat,  frustra- 
tion and  death.  No,  no,  Peter,  we 
cannot  go  there. 

To  whom  can  a  serious-minded 
young  person  be  loyal  today?  To 
whom  can  that  young  person  give 
wholehearted  allegiance  ?  Surely  not 
to  any  earthly  leader,  however  great. 
Christ  alone  is  worthy  of  the  high- 
est loyalty.  Said  he:  "I  am  come 
that  they  might  have  life,  and  that 
they  might  have  it  more  abundantly" 
(John  10:10). 

Then,  to  none  other  dare  we  go ! 
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FOR       WEEK        ENDING        MARCH        2    1.       1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 
WHEN  CHRIST  PRAYED  FOR  US 

Passage  for  General  Study:  John,  ch.  17 

KEY  VERSE:  "Holy  Father,  keep  them  in  thy  name  which  thou  hast  given 
me,  that  they  may  be  one,  even  as  we  are,"    John  17:  11 


•  Monday,  March  15.  John  17: 
1-8.  In  this  opening  part  of  Jesus' 
prayer  he  spoke  of  a  phase  of  his 
work  that  had  been  completed.  What 
was  it? 

•  Tuesday,  March  16.  John  17: 
9-19.  What  did  Jesus  desire  for  his 
disciples?  Notice  verse  15.  He 
asked  no  special  favors  for  his  dis- 
ciples, but  he  did  pray  that  they 
should  remain  true  to  what  is  right 
and  good.  Ought  his  followers  to- 
day to  desire  these  things  for  them- 
selves ? 

•  Wednesday,  March  17.  John  17: 
20-26.  What  does  this  portion  of 
Jesus'  prayer  reveal  that  he  ex- 
pected of  his  followers?  To  what 
degree  do  you  and  others  you  know 
come  up  to  this  expectation?  What 
would  be  the  effect  if  Christians 
would  more  earnestly  seek  to  have 
mutual  respect,  common  purposes 
and  sympathetic  understanding  of 
one  another? 

•  Thursday,  March  18.  Luke  22: 
31-34.  Jesus  had  been  with  Simon 
Peter  long  enough  to  know  that  he 
wavered  between  high  loyalty  and 
weak    unfaithfulness.     He    prayed 
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that  Peter's  better  nature  might 
come  to  the  front.  History  tells  us 
that  the  prayer  was  generously  an- 
swered. Can  we  expect  an  answer 
to  such  prayers  that  we  offer  for 
ourselves  ? 

•  Friday,  March  19.  Hebrews  7: 
23-28.  The  risen  and  living  Christ 
continues  to  pray  for  his  people  as 
he  prayed  for  his  disciples  during 
his  earthly  ministry.  The  writer  of 
these  verses  compares  him  to  the 
priest  who  offered  sacrifices  in  the 
Temple.  How  is  Christ  superior  to 
the  Temple  priest? 

•  Saturday,  March  20.  Hebrews 
4:11-16.  Verse  12  might  be  para- 
phrased: "God's  word  doesn't  let 
anybody's  conscience  rest  easy." 
Yet  verses  14-16  assure  us  that  we 
need  not  be  overly  discouraged. 
Why? 

•  Sunday,  March  21.  Luke  11: 
1-4.  Pray  the  Lord's  Prayer  thought- 
fully. The  more  familiar  form  is 
found  in  Matthew  6:9-13.  Ponder 
the  significance  of  each  petition, 
which  all  of  us  are  prone  to  repeat 
thoughtlessly  and  without  the  proper 
reverence. 
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FOR       WEEK       ENDING        MARCH        2    1,        1943 

Subject  for  discussion  by  group: 

THE  ALL-CONQUERING  FORCE 

Scripture  for  group  use:  1  Cor.  13 

•  Additional  Bible  Readings  for  Private  or  Group  Use 

All-out  Love  for  God Deut.  6: 4-5 

Love  for  Neighbor  (Fellow  Countryman) Lev.  19: 17-18 

Two  Great  Commandments Matt.  22: 37-40 

Chrisfs  New  Commandment  John  13 :  34-35 

Love  in  Human  Relationships 1  John  2: 1-11 

The  Practicality  of  Love 1  John  3: 13-18 


•  Questions  for  the  Forum  Discussion 

Is  there  need  today  that  Christians  take  seriously  the  command  of  Jesus 
to  love  one  another  even  as  he  loved-  his  disciples?  Can  we  expect  the 
principle  of  Christian  love  to  become  widely  effective  in  the  social  order 
as  a  whole  until  it  first  becomes  effective  among  Christians  themselves? 

Do  most  of  us  find  it  easier  to  love  God  than  to  love  our  neighbor?  Why, 
or  why  not?  Is  it  possible  to  love  God  without  loving  our  neighbor?  Dis- 
cuss this  in  the  light  of  1  John  4:20. 

What  changes  would  take  place  in  personal  character,  in  home  and  com- 
munity life,  and  in  life's  broader  relationships,  even  among  people  called 
Christians,  if  they  should  actually  practice  the  principles  of  Christian  love 
that  are  stated  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  1  Corinthians? 


•  Resource  Material 

Christianity  is  a  religion  of  love 
— indeed,  the  religion  of  love.  "For 
God  so  loved  the  world,"  John  tells 
us,  "that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life"  (John  3: 16).  That 
is  the  heart  of  the  New  Testament. 
It   grounds    Christian    love    in    the 


heart  of  God,  where  it  belongs  and 
where  it  existed  long  before  we 
came  to  know  it  through  Christ. 
God  so  loved  that  he  gave. 

As  Paul  wrote  to  the  Corinthians, 
"God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the 
world  unto  himself"  (2  Cor.  5: 19). 
God  did  not  have  to  be  reconciled 
to  the  world,  as  certain  systems  of 
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theology  would  have  it;  God  was 
reconciling  the  world  unto  himself ! 
There  is  a  vast  difference  between 
the  two  points  of  view — the  differ- 
ence between  love  as  the  center  of 
the  Christian  religion  and  the  lack 
of  it.  The  life,  the  teachings,  and 
the  work  of  Jesus  unite  in  giving 
ample  proof  that  God  is  love,  and 
any  system  of  theology  that  begins 
on  a  different  premise  is  to  that 
extent  unchristian. 


The  roots  of  Christian  love  go 
deep  into  the  soil  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, but  the  flowering  plant  comes 
to  its  full  beauty  and  fragrance  only 
in  the  New.  Or,  to  change  the  fig- 
ure, the  springs  of  Christian  love 
lie  deep  in  the  strata  of  Old  Testa- 
ment thought  and  life,  but  the  full 
stream  appears  only  in  the  life  and 
the  teachings  of  Jesus  in  the  New 
Testament. 

One  of  these  springs,  found  in 
Deuteronomy  6:4-5,  has  to  do  with 
love  for  God;  the  other,  found  in 
Leviticus  19:  17-18,  has  to  do  with 
love  for  neighbor.  Separate  as  they 
are  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  as 
they  were  in  Jewish  life  and 
thought,  the  streams  from  these 
springs  remain  separate  until  they 
converge  in  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 
To  the  Jew,  the  word  "neighbor" 
usually  meant  a  fellow  Jew.  In  his 
parable  of  the  good  Samaritan,  how- 
ever, Jesus  expanded  the  meaning  of 
the  word  to  include  any  human  be- 
ing, regardless  of  his  nationality  or 
race  or  class.  In  Jesus'  thinking, 
my  neighbor  is  anyone  who  needs 
my  help. 

So  Jesus  united  two  branches  or 


streams  of  teaching  with  regard  to 
love  into  one  mighty  stream.  When 
a  lawyer  came  and  asked  which 
was  the  great  commandment  in  the 
law,  assuming  that  there  was  only 
one  such,  Jesus  immediately  re- 
peated the  one  known  by  the  Jews 
as  the  Shema  (Hebrew  for  the  first 
word,  translated  "Hear")  which 
every  pious  Jew  included  in  his  daily 
prayers;  then,  without  waiting  for 
the  lawyer  to  comment,  Jesus  added 
the  second,  "like  unto"  the  first 
commandment,  which  somehow  the 
Jews  had  managed  to  pass  over. 

Here,  then,  is  Jesus'  answer: 
"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This 
is  the  first  and  great  commandment. 
And  the  second  is  like  unto  it,  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself. 
On  these  two  commandments  hang 
all  the  law  and  the  prophets"  (Matt. 
22:37-40). 


So  strongly  did  Jesus  believe  in 
the  power  of  love  to  change  and  to 
bless  human  life  that  he  included 
it  in  his  last  instructions  to  his  dis- 
ciples. With  Calvary  and  the  cross 
only  a  few  days  before  him,  he  gave 
them  what  he  called  "a  new  com- 
mandment" (John  13:34),  namely, 
that  even  as  he  had  loved  them,  so 
should  they  love  one  another.  "By 
this,"  he  declared,  "shall  all  men 
know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if 
ye  have  love  one  to  another"  (John 
13:  35).  Love  one  to  another  would 
be  their  credentials  to  any  group, 
their  passport  into  any  land.  Every- 
where they  would  be  known  as  men 
who  loved  one  another. 
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One  wonders  what  would  happen 
today  if  Christians  were  to  demon- 
strate to  the  world  a  type  of  love 
found  only  in  the  Man  who  died  on 
a  cross.  To  love  one  another  as 
Christ  loved  his  disciples  is  to  par- 
ticipate in  his  purpose,  to  partake 
of  his  spirit,  and  to  identify  oneself 
with  his  cause.  To  do  this  is  to 
demonstrate  Christlike  love  indeed. 


The  thirteenth  chapter  of  First 
Corinthians  is,  of  course,  the  New 
Testament  classic  on  love.  Har- 
nack  called  it  "the  greatest,  strong- 
est, deepest  thing  Paul  ever  wrote." 

By  a  series  of  contrasts,  Paul 
develops  his  theme.  Without  love 
in  its  deepest  Christian  significance 
at  the  center  of  life,  of  what  value 
are  tongues?  Indeed,  one  may  have 
all  the  eloquence  of  men  and  angels, 
yet  if  he  has  not  love,  his  eloquence 
is  as  hollow  and  meaningless  as  the 
noise  of  sounding  brass  or  a  clang- 
ing cymbal. 

Or  take  a  whole  group  of  gifts 
and  graces,  such  as  prophecy,  knowl- 
edge of  mysteries,  even  all  knowl- 
edge, and  so  stupendous  a  thing  as 
faith  that  will  remove  mountains. 
Although  all  these  are  in  one's  life 
and  yet  one  lacks  love,  then  the  sum 
total  of  that  life  is  exactly  noth- 
ing. Even  though  a  person  is  char- 
itable to  the  point  of  giving  all  his 
goods  to  feed  the  poor,  or  even 
though  he  gives  his  body  to  be 
burned  as  a  martyr,  and  has  not 
love,  he  is  wholly  without  profit. 

Love  is  a  long-term  sufferer,  and 
is  kind.  Love  knows  nothing  of 
jealousy  or  envy.  Love  does  not 
profess    to    be    what    it    is    not,    is 


never  puffed  up  or  arrogant.  Love 
does  not  misbehave,  is  totally  un- 
selfish, keeps  no  books  on  matters 
pertaining  to  evil.  Love  finds  no 
joy  in  the  triumph  of  unrighteous- 
ness, but  rejoices  rather  with  the 
furtherance  of  the  truth.  In  short, 
love  forbears  or  covers  all  things, 
has  intelligent  faith  in  all  things, 
sees  the  bright  side  of  all  things. 

Love  in  its  distinctive  Christian 
sense,  Paul  would  have  his  readers 
know,  is  the  most  lasting  thing  in 
the  universe.  After  everything  else 
has  had  its  day  and  exists  no  more, 
love  will  survive.  Prophecies  will 
be  fulfilled  and  so  will  cease  to  be 
prophecies;  tongues  will  speak  and 
at  last  will  be  silenced;  knowledge 
will  be  superseded  by  new  truth 
and  so  will  cease  to  be  knowledge. 
Only  love  will  survive.  It  is  the  one 
unchanging  and  undying  principle 
of  the  universe  and  of  life. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  all  our 
knowledge  and  our  prophecies  are 
fragmentary — only  broken  arcs  of 
the  perfect  round  that  is  yet  to  be. 
Here  we  know  only  "in  part."  At 
best  we  are  like  immature  children. 
We  see  things  in  a  riddle ;  we  know 
only  in  part,  a  little  here  and  a  lit- 
tle there.  But  someday  this  frag- 
mentary, piecemeal  outlook  on  life 
will  all  be  made  complete.  And  out 
of  it  all  three  of  life's  greatest 
values  will  survive:  faith,  hope, 
love.  These  three  are  eternal,  and 
"the  greatest  of  these  is  love." 

We  are  not  going  to  get  far 
with  solving  the  problems  that  vex 
our  social  order — class  conflicts, 
race  hatreds,  international  wars,  and 
the  rest — until  we  learn  the  power 
of  Christian  love — and  use  it. 
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FOR       WEEK       ENDING       MARCH       28,       1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 

THE  MAN  THEY  COULDN'T  KILL 

Passage  for  General  Study:  John  20:18- 

21:25 

KEY  VERSE:  "J  am  alive  for  evermore"   Revelation  1:  18. 


•  Monday,  March  22.  John  20: 
19-23.  These  verses  describe  one  of 
the  times  that  the  disciples  experi- 
enced the  physical  presence  of  their 
Master  after  he  had  been  put  to 
death  by  the  Roman  authorities.  Up 
to  this  time,  how  much  boldness  had 
the  disciples  shown  in  expressing 
their  faith? 

•  Tuesday,  March  23.  John  20: 
24-29.  Thomas  is  readily  under- 
stood by  men  of  our  day  who  are 
accustomed  to  believing  only  what 
they  can  see  and  touch.  But  we 
also  believe  in  unseen  electrons, 
viruses  and  waves  because  of  their 
effects.  To  what  extent  can  the 
change  in  the  disciples  be  explained 
apart  from  the  Resurrection? 

•  Wednesday,  March  24.  Luke  24 : 
27-35.  Look  back  to  verse  17  and 
compare  it  with  verses  33-35.  What 
changes  came  over  the  two  travel- 
ers? Have  you  ever  noticed  a  simi- 
lar change  in  persons  who  have  sud- 
denly recognized  the  presence  of 
Christ  in  their  lives? 

•  Thursday,  March  25.  John  21: 
l-7a.  Those  of  the  disciples  who  had 
been   fishermen,   and  perhaps   some 


others,  hardly  knowing  what  to  do 
with  themselves,  went  back  to  their 
boats  and  their  nets.  Apparently 
they  were  about  ready  to  give  up 
the  high  hopes  they  had  had  in 
following  Jesus.  Then  something 
happened.  What  was  it?  How  did 
that  happening  change  their  lives  ? 

•  Friday,  March  26.  Acts  9:1-9. 
Paul  was  not  one  of  the  original 
disciples,  and  he  did  not  see  the 
risen  Lord,  but  he  had  an  experi- 
ence that  was  no  less  real.  Can  we 
have  a  similar  deep  conviction  that 
the  living  Lord  is  with  us  ? 

•  Saturday,  March  27.  1  Corin- 
thians 15:1-8.  The  writer  of  1 
Corinthians  gathers  into  these  verses 
a  summary  of  several  appearances 
of  Christ  after  the  Resurrection. 
Compare  verse  8  with  Acts  9:1-9. 
To  whom  does  the  verse  refer? 

•  Sunday,  March  28.  1  Corin- 
thians 15 :  20-26.  The  writer  looked 
upon  the  Resurrection  of  Christ  as 
an  example  of  what  great  fact? 
How  should  we  who  call  ourselves 
Christians  look  upon  this  thing  that 
the  author  of  1  Corinthians  calls 
"the  last  evening"? 
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FOR       WEEKENDING       MARCH       2    8,       1943 
Subject  for  discussion  by  group: 
RELIGION  THAT  REALLY  WORKS 

Scripture  for  group  use:   Romans  12 

•  Additional  Bible  Readings  for  Private  or  Group  Use 

The  Happy  Life Matt.  5: 1-12 

The  Influential  Life ,  .Matt.  5: 13-16 

The  Righteous  Life Matt.  5: 17-48 

The  Sincere  Life Matt.  6: 1-18 

The  Integrated  Life Matt.  6: 19-34 

The  Disciplined  Life  Matt.  7:1-29 

•  Questions  for  the  Forum  Discussion 

Have  you  ever  heard  anyone  say  that  the  principles  of  Christianity  are 
"not  practical" ?  How  would  you  reply  to  such  a  statement? 

What  are  some  of  the  attitudes  and  practices  of  life  that  must  "go  out" 
when  Christ  "comes  in"?  Can  Christ  dwell  in  one's  life  so  long  as  these 
things  remain?    Why,  or  why  not? 

Are  continually  recurring  wars  among  so-called  Christian  nations  an 
indication  that  Christianity  has  failed?  If  not,  then  of  what  are  they  an 
indication? 


•   Resource  Material 

The  twelfth  chapter  of  Romans 
opens  with  a  plea  for  a  practical 
religion — a  religion  that  functions 
in  the  life.  Up  to  this  point  in  the 
epistle,  Paul  has  dealt  with  matters 
of  theology,  with  "the  mercies  of 
God"  as  they  are  shown  in  relation 
to  human  salvation.  Now,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  twelfth  chapter,  he 
pleads  for  a  quality  of  character 
and  a  way  of  living  that  are  worthy 
of  such  a  theology. 

In  other  words,   Paul   is   saying 


that  a  system  of  theology,  however 
correct  and  exalted  it  may  be,  is 
not  enough  for  human  salvation. 
Theology  must  somehow  find  ex- 
pression in  the  practical  affairs  of 
everyday  living. 

So  Paul  writes,  "I  beseech  you, 
therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies 
of  God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies 
a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable 
unto  God,  which  is  your  reason- 
able service."  The  word  "therefore" 
is  important.    On  the  basis  of  all 
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that  he  has  written  Paul  is  urging 
his  readers  to  present  themselves 
(their  bodies,  their  lives)  as  a  "liv- 
ing" sacrifice  unto  God  as  an  act  of 
"reasonable"  (immaterial,  spiritual) 
service. 

There  is  no  place  in  Paul's  think- 
ing for  a  religion  or  a  theology 
that  does  not  manifest  itself  in 
terms  of  life.  Religion  must  be 
practical  if  it  is  real.  God,  Paul 
says,  desires  a  living  sacrifice,  not 
a  dead  one;  a  sacrifice  of  character 
and  conduct,  not  of  material  things. 
Religious  forms  and  ceremonies  are 
all  right,  a  correct  theology  is  good 
to  have,  but  all  these  are  worthless 
unless  they  bring  transformation  in 
personal  character. 

Exactly  that  is  what  Paul  is 
thinking  about  in  verse  2:  "Be  not 
conformed  to  this  world:  but  be 
ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of 
your  mind."  The  easy  way,  of 
course,  is  to  conform — to  do  as  the 
crowd  does,  to  throw  caution  and 
moderation  to  the  winds,  and  to  give 
oneself  over  to  loose,  undisciplined 
living.  Ease,  luxury,  dissipation  and 
lack  of  self-discipline  lead  to  soft- 
ness of  physical  and  moral  fiber,  to 
ultimate  degeneration  and  defeat. 
Conformity  to  the  ways  of  the  world 
is  the  easy  thing  to  do,  but  it  is 
an  exceedingly  costly  experience.  It 
leads  to  inevitable  ruin. 

*     *     * 

But  there  is  another  way — the 
way  of  transformation  of  character. 
By  the  constant  renewing  of  our 
minds  we  may  "prove  what  is  that 
good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect, 
will  of  God."  Proving  is  a  labora- 
tory experience;    it  is  the  method 


of  the  scientist.  So,  in  the  labora- 
tories of  our  private  lives,  let  us 
prove  whether  this  or  that  choice 
or  action  be  in  accord  with  the  will 
of  God.  We  need  not  resort  to 
guesswork.  By  the  constant  reno- 
vation of  our  minds  we  may  dis- 
criminate what  God  wills. 
*    *    * 

A  few  days  or  weeks  thus  spent 
in  the  1aboratories  of  our  private 
lives  would  bring  startling  revela- 
tions to  us  all — a  sobering,  steady- 
ing experience!  The  hidden  faults, 
the  secret  sins,  as  well  as  the  faults 
and  sins  that  everyone  can  see, 
would  be  laid  bare;  our  real  selves 
would  be  revealed. 

Moreover,  as  members  of  a  church 
and  of  other  social  groups,  we 
should  learn  not  to  think  more 
highly  of  ourselves  than  we  ought. 
Modesty  is  a  primary  Christian  vir- 
tue. No  single  individual  is  en- 
dowed with  all  gifts  of  mind  and 
character  and  influence.  We  say  it 
takes  all  kinds  of  individuals  to 
make  the  world.  And  so  it  does. 
One  person  makes  his  contribution, 
another  makes  his,  and  so  on  for 
the  entire  social  group,  whether  in 
a  church  or  in  any  other  organiza- 
tion. That  consideration,  then, 
makes  for  humility. 

The  twelfth  chapter  of  Romans 
emphasizes  other  qualities  of  Chris- 
tian character  which  we  may  class- 
ify roughly  as  pertaining  to  per- 
sonal integrity.  Consider  this :  "Not 
slothful  in  business;  fervent  in 
spirit;  serving  the  Lord;  rejoicing 
in  hope ;  patient  in  tribulation ;  con- 
tinuing instant  in  prayer." 

It  takes  courage  and  strength  to 
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attain  that  ideal.  Laziness  and  flab- 
biness  can  never  reach  it.  Men  who 
are  fervent  in  spirit,  who  serve  the 
Lord,  who  rejoice  in  hope,  who  ex- 
ercise patience  in  time  of  trouble, 
who  keep  on  praying  under  difficult 
circumstances,  are  men  of  strength 
and  purpose.  Moral  and  spiritual 
softness  has  no  place  in  such  a  life. 
Just  as  in  Jesus'  parable  which 
relates  how  the  tender  plant  which 
sprang  from  seed  that  fell  in  stony 
ground  soon  withered  in  the  scorch- 
ing sun  because  it  had  not  depth  of 
earth  in  which  to  grow,  so  many  a 
man  or  woman  has  gone  down  in  the 
time  of  testing  for  lack  of  a  suffi- 
cient depth  of  personal  character. 


Listed  in  verses  13-16  are  some 
of  the  services  that  the  individual 
can  contribute  to  the  group.  He 
can  give  of  his  means  to  relieve 
suffering  and  need  in  the  Christian 
community;  can  make  a  habit  of 
hospitality;  can  bless  his  persecu- 
tors rather  than  curse  them;  can 
rejoice  with  those  who  rejoice  and 
weep  with  those  who  weep.  Above 
all,  he  can  strive  for  harmony  in  his 
relations  with  others. 

Man  is  a  social  creature,  and  he 
ought  to  act  as  such.  Indeed,  he 
must  so  behave  if  he  is  to  realize 
his  highest,  best  self.  Selfishness 
defeats  its  own  purposes  and  leaves 
its  victim  alone  and  undone.  And 
in  the  Christian  view  of  life,  self- 
ishness has  absolutely  no  place.  Not 
what  I  can  get  for  myself  and  hold 
for  myself,  but  what  I  can  share 
with  others — that  is  the  Christian 
spirit. 

The   Christian  life  is  not   suited 


alone  to  a  little  segment  or  area  of 
life  that  we  call  ours.  It  belongs, 
rather,  to  the  wide-open  spaces  of 
life,  to  the  market  places  and  the 
crossroads,  anywhere  and  every- 
where that  men  and  women  are.  And 
so  Christianity  demands  that  we  be 
socially  minded,  that  we  exercise 
the  spirit  of  sharing,  that  we  be- 
come identified  with  the  deepest 
needs  and  the  highest  aspirations. 

The  chapter  ends  with  the  thought 
of  the  triumph  of  good  over  evil. 
"Recompense  to  no  man  evil  for 
evil.  Provide  things  honest  in  the 
sight  of  all  men.  If  it  be  possible, 
as  much  as  lieth  in  you,  live  peace- 
ably with  all  men.  Dearly  beloved, 
avenge  not  yourselves,  but  rather 
give  place  unto  wrath:  for  it  is 
written,  Vengeance  is  mine;  I  will 
repay,  saith  the  Lord.  Therefore 
if  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him; 
if  he  thirst,  give  him  drink:  for  in 
so  doing  thou  shalt  heap  coals  of 
fire  on  his  head.  Be  not  overcome 
of    evil,    but    overcome    evil    with 

good." 

*     *     * 

To  learn  to  do  that  is  humanity's 
next  great  lesson.  We  have  all  but 
conquered  our  physical  world — un- 
less to  our  sorrow  we  find  that  it 
has  conquered  us.  We  have  learned 
to  build  bridges,  to  dig  tunnels,  to 
navigate  oceans,  to  traverse  seas 
and  continents  through  the  air. 
Through  long  years  of  study  and 
experimentation  we  have  learned 
many  of  the  secrets  of  the  universe 
and  of  life.  But  the  most  important 
lessons  we  have  yet  to  learn — how 
to  control  ourselves  and  to  live  in 
harmony  with  others. 


•  Proud  Mother :  "They  promoted  my 
son  Jerry  for  hitting  the  sergeant. 
They  made  him  a  court-martial." 

— Christian  Union  Herald 

•  A  Detroit  tot,  trying  her  hand  at  a 
typewriter,  leaves  what  looks  to  be  the 
long-sought  national  watchword  on  a 
practice  sheet:  "Now  is  the  time  for 
all  good  men  to  come  to." 

— Los  Angeles  Times 

•  The  lieutenant  stopped  a  squad  of 
rookies  who  were  straggling  into  camp 
with  spades  and  shovels,  as  well  as 
guns,  in  their  hands. 

"You!"  bellowed  the  looey,  address- 
ing the  rookiest  of  the  rookies.  "Where's 
that  mule  I  told  you  to  take  out  and 
have  shod?" 

"Did  you  say  'shod,'  sir?"  said  the 
rookie,  blushing.  "We  just  buried  her 
with  military  honors !" 

•  It  was  his  first  attempt  at  rifle  prac- 
tice, and  with  his  opening  shot  he 
scored  a  bull's-eye.  But  the  other  nine 
shots  did  not  even  leave  a  mark  on  the 
target. 

"How  do  you  account  for  these 
misses?"  snapped  the  sergeant.  "That 
first  one  must  have  been  beginners' 
luck!" 

"Sorry,  sergeant,"  apologized  the  re- 
cruit. "I  thought  I  had  to  get  all  the 
bullets  through  the  same  hole." 

— Goblin 

•  One  day  recently,  says  a  story  quoted 
by  American  Friend,  Hitler  showed  up 
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at  the  Pearly  Gates  and  told  St.  Peter 
he  desired  to  have  a  word  with  Moses. 
St.  Peter  showed  some  misgivings,  but, 
as  usual,  Hitler  had  his  way. 

When  Moses  was  brought  out,  Adolf 
said  he  wanted  to  know  more  about 
that  storied  crossing  of  the  Red  Sea. 

"Yes,  it's  quite  true,"  Moses  assured 
him. 

"But  how  did  you  do  it?"  queried 
Hitler. 

"Oh,  I  had  a  wand  which  I  waved 
over  the  waters,"  said  Moses,  "and  they 
separated." 

"Now,  Moses,"  asked  the  Fuehrer 
eagerly,  "just  where  is  that  wand?" 

"In  the  British  Museum,"  was  the 
sententious  reply. 

•  A  newly  inducted  private  wrote  his 
family  some  few  days  after  he  had  ar- 
rived at  camp: 

"I've  gained  sixty  pounds  since  I 
came  here — two  pounds  of  flesh  and  58 
pounds  of  equipment."  — Quote 

•  A  modest  sign  on  a  Sunset  Boulevard 
tonsorial  emporium  tells  this  meaning- 
ful story:  "Army  haircuts  repaired." 

— Saturday  Night 
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^he  Word  of  God  still  speaks  to  men  in  arms; 
Amid  the  vows  of  hate  and  war's  alarms 
Still  comes  the  sovereign  cry,  "Come,  worship  God!" 
And  still  the  Shepherd  leads  with  kindly  rod. 
Here  in  this  Christian  land,  on  distant  shores, 
War  takes  its  savage  toll.   Yet  God  implores, 
Above  the  guns  and  war  planes'  panoply, 
Through  these  his  ministers,  "Forget  not  Me." 

God  bless  these  men  of  God!  God  speed  their  work! 
May  they  be  strong  to  serve.    May  they  not  shirk 
Their  patriot  tasks — till  that  good  day  shall  come 
When  trumpets  telling  war  and  martial  drums 
Shall  yield  to  world-borne  cries,  "Let  all  wars  cease!" 
Till  God  himself  proclaims,  "Let  there  be  peace!" 


